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MY BOOK ABOUT EUROPE

My favourite European country is:

This is a fun fact about Europe:

There are lots of competitions in Europe. I like to watch:❏ The European hockey championships
❏ The Eurovision Song Festival
❏ The European football championships
❏ Another European championship:

This is what interests me most about European history:

❏ The Ancient Greeks and Romans

❏ The knights in the Middle Ages

❏ The First and Second World War

❏ Something else:

I have been on holiday to these European countries:

This country has the coolest euro coins:

If someone were 
to ask me to design 

a fl ag for Europe, this 
is what it would look 

like:

This is what the fl ag 
looks like today

This book belongs to:

I was born in this year:

is what it would look 
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EUROPE IS EVERYWHERE

In this book, you can read everything about Europe and 

the European Union. When you look up from your book, 

you will see that Europe is everywhere!

AIR

Is the air European? It 
certainly is! The air does 

not stop at the border of a 
country. So, the European 

Union has made lots of 
rules to help keep the air 
clean. This way, European 
children can play and do 
sports breathing in clean 

and healthy air.

FOOD

Take any packet of food 
in your kitchen. Do you 

see the ‘E number’ on the 
packaging? The ‘E’ before 
an ingredient shows that 
it was approved by the 

European Union. The EU 
keeps an eye on the food 

industry to make sure 
that there are no harmful 

ingredients in our food.

ANIMALS

Not only does the 
European Union make rules 

to protect people; it also 
wants to protect animals. 
Fewer tests are allowed to 
be performed on animals, 

for example.

MONEY

Look in your wallet. 
The coins in your wallet can 
be used in many European 

countries. Perhaps you have 
coins in your wallet from 

Spain, or even all the way 
from Greece!

THE ENVIRONMENT

Do you separate your 
waste? The European 
Union has made rules 

about getting rid of your 
waste and recycling it. 
They do this to protect 

the environment all 
over Europe.

ROADS AND AIRPORTS

The EU even makes 
agreements about 

zebra crossings! This is to 
make traffi  c safer in all 

European countries.
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1CHAPTER

THE HISTORY 
OF EUROPE

Interesting to know
The name ‘Europe’ comes 
from Greek mythology. An 
ancient story tells about 
Princess Europe, who was 
captured by the Greek god 
Zeus. He fell in love with 
her and turned himself 

into a bull to trick her 
into climbing on his back 

and coming with him. 
That’s why Europe is often 
shown sitting on a bull.

Interesting to know
France and Germany have 
fought one another more 

than any other two 
countries. They were at 
war three times between 
1870 and 1945. That’s 
why they are known as 
‘hereditary enemies’.

Interesting to know
The euro won an important prize 
in 2002 because it helped bring 
about peace and unity in Europe. 

And who was the prize named 
after? Charlemagne!

Interesting to know
Ever since the Middle 

Ages, smart people have 
thought that European 
countries should work 

together. One of them was 
the famous Italian poet 

Dante Alighieri, who lived 
in the fourteenth century. 
He proposed crowning the 
German emperor a sort of 

king of Europe.

CAN YOU TELL US WHO SAID WHAT?

A ROMAN 

EMPEROR

THE EMPEROR 

CHARLEMAGNE

STEAM TRAIN 

DRIVER

NAPOLEON THE GREEK GOD 

ZEUS

EVERYONE 

IN EUROPE 

SHOULD 

SPEAK LATIN!

Let’s make metres 
the standard for 
measurement!

I am going to abduct 
Princess  Europe!

EVERYONE 
IN EUROPE SHOULD 

BE CHRISTIAN! I TRAVEL ALL 
OVER EUROPE!

CHARLEMAGNE WANTS TO JOIN FORCES
Charlemagne (pronounced ‘sharlemain’) is also known as Charles the 
Great, and was the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. This mighty 
emperor conquered a huge part of Europe at the beginning of the Middle 
Ages. He wanted to turn everyone in Europe into a Christian and have them 
use the same type of money. Just like our euro! Although Charlemagne did 
not succeed in this, he went down in history as the ‘Father of Europe’. 

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE
Napoleon was a true conqueror, 
just like Charlemagne. He wanted 
to make France the boss of Europe 
around 1800. Although he did 
not succeed, it is thanks to him 
that we all use the same units of 
measurement, like the centimetre 
and the kilo. We still use them 
today!

TRAINS AND STEAMSHIPS
It was not until the nineteenth 
century that most of the 
European borders and countries 
we know today came into 
being, such as Italy, Germany, 
the Netherlands and Belgium. 
The fi rst trains and steamships 
(and airplanes later on) made it 
much easier to travel between 
countries. This was better for 
trade, but it also made waging 
war easier. In the twentieth 
century, the newly established 
European countries ended up 
being involved in the biggest 
wars ever: the First and Second 
World Wars.

Ages. He wanted to turn everyone in Europe into a Christian and have them THERE'S EVEN A EURO COIN SHOWING

 THE ABDUCTION OF PRINCESS EUROPE

ROME CONQUERS EUROPE
The fi rst people to conquer a big part of 
Europe were the Romans. The Roman 
Empire was at its biggest in the second 
century. It ran all the way from the 
UK and Morocco to Greece, and even 
Iraq! The Roman emperors wanted to 
make things easier by having the same 
rules apply all over Europe. After the 
fall of the Roman Empire in the fi fth 
century Europe was split up into smaller 
countries and separate nations.

EASTWARDS!
Charlemagne and the kings and 
emperors after him succeeded in 
spreading Christianity throughout 
Europe. The pope (the head of 
the Christian Church) encouraged 
people from all over Europe to go 
on crusades. A crusade is a journey 
on which Christians went to fi ght 
the Muslims in Jerusalem. There 
were nine crusades in all, and 
many people – both Christians 
and Muslims – died in them.

United for the continent!United for the continent!
The European Union is made up out of 27 countries, all working together. 

They weren’t always able to get along with one another. If you look at the 

history of Europe, you will see that they were often even at war with one 

another. Despite this, the troublemakers in Europe have been trying to 

fi nd ways to avoid this for centuries. Through cooperation, for example!
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Word search! 

What did soldiers think of the First World War? 
Solve the rebus and read the answer!

-BA

-P -P
E=W

-B

+D

E=W -AC

+E

allies
america
arms
borders
citizens
combt
cooperation
enemies
europe

fighting
flu
germany
liberation
negotiations
pandemic
peace
punishment
russia

security
soldiers
trust
victims
wall
warfare
wounded

TRENCH WARFARE
The First World War started in 1914 and lasted four years. 
Germany and Austria-Hungary started waging war against 
other European countries and Russia. More than 17 million 
people died in this war! It was so horrible that soldiers called 
it ‘the war to end all wars’. Unfortunately, it wasn’t. The next 
world war started in Europe in 1939.

SECOND WORLD WAR
In 1918 peace was restored to Western Europe – until the 
Second World War broke out in 1939. Adolf Hitler wanted 
the German Army to conquer all of Europe, and he almost 
succeeded. In 1945 he was defeated by soldiers from Europe, 
the USA, Canada and Russia. To punish Germany and make it 
less dangerous, the winners divided the country into West and 
East Germany. 

FUN FACT ABOUT A
EUROPEAN COUNTRY
Lions lived in the 

wild in Southern and 
Eastern Europe until 
1000. Huge crowds 

would gather to watch 
Roman gladiators 
fight lions.

Interesting to know
A new disease started 
spreading during the 
First World War: the 
Spanish Flu. When we 
were hit by COVID, 
all the countries in 
Europe tried to help 
one another, but this 
was more difficult 

during the Spanish flu 
pandemic with everyone 
at war with one another. 
Millions of people died 

of this flu.

THE COLD WAR
Russia, which was called the Soviet 
Union then, liberated many countries in 
Eastern Europe at the end of the Second 
World War. They wanted to have control 
over these countries. The USA did not 
want the Soviet Union to become too 
powerful. These two countries did not 
trust each other. Although they were 
never at war, they threatened one 
another. We call this the Cold War. Brrrrrr!

Rebus

C S E I L L A Y C B R L F

C O M B A T T I O S I R L

S S O L D I E R S B U S U

P E I P R S D I E S Y M F

U N I U E E E R S D N R I

N T C M R R A I N E A A G

I E S S E T A U E D M C H

S R O U I N P T Z N R I T

H E P O R U E E I U E R I

M S N O I T A I T O G E N

E W A R F A R E I W N M G

N V I C T I M S C L L A W

T E C A E P A N D E M I C

Write down the remaining letters to fi nd the solution:
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FUN FACT ABOUT A
EUROPEAN COUNTRY

Mosquitoes can’t survive 
in Iceland because it is 

too cold there!

IRON CURTAIN
Europe has been divided in two 
ever since the Cold War. The 
Western European countries were 
friends with the Americans, while 
the Eastern European ones were 
allied with the Soviet Union. The 
border between them was called the 
‘Iron Curtain’. It was never a physical 
border, but an imaginary one. 

Interesting to know
THE COUNTRIES CHOSE TO 
MAKE JOINT DECISIONS 
ABOUT COAL AND STEEL, 
BECAUSE these are 
the materials that 

are needed for waging 
war. THANKS TO THIS 

COOPERATION, WAGING WAR 
BECAME MUCH HARDER!

THE BERLIN WALL
In Berlin, you could really see 
the border between Eastern 
and Western Europe. The 
German capital had been 
divided into two sections. 
In 1961, the East Germans 
built a wall to separate East 
from West Berlin: the Berlin 
Wall. People were suddenly 
no longer able to travel from 
one side of the city to the 
other. Some tried to climb 
over the wall, but that was 
very dangerous. You could be 
shot.

1989: AN IMPORTANT YEAR
The Cold War lasted many years, 
and people in Central and Eastern 
Europe desperately wanted it to 
end. In 1989, the Berlin Wall was 
fi nally torn down, and West and East 
Germany were reunifi ed one year 
later. They elected Helmut Kohl as 
their chancellor to run the country.

AFRAID OF GERMANY
Many people in Europe were still afraid of Germany in 
1989. Would that country become a threat again if it 
were unifi ed? Nobody wanted another world war. Only 
by cooperating even more closely could the European 
heads of state or government take away that fear. 
Chancellor Kohl thought so too. He and the French 
President François Mitterrand were among the most 
important founders of the European Union.

ON THE ROAD TO MAASTRICHT
It was not until 1991 that the Cold War really 
ended. The time had fi nally come for Europe to 
get warmed up again! After centuries of war, 
the European leaders wanted to fi nd a way to 
maintain peace. They came together in Maastricht 
to establish the European Union. The next chapter 
will tell you all about that historic moment!

Find the 10 differences!

The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989

Pssst..
Would you like to read more 

about the European Coal and Steel 
Community? Turn to page 28!

ENEMIES NO LONGER
To make cooperation easier 
for some of the countries in 
Western Europe they set up 
some new organisations. One 
of these was the European 
Coal and Steel Community,
which was founded by 
Belgium, France, Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands 
and Western Germany in 1951. 
They were off  to a cautious 
start, focusing on economic 
cooperation. Hopefully, this 
would lead to a reconciliation 
between arch-rivals France 
and Western Germany. In 1957 
they took it one step further 
by concluding the Treaties 
of Rome and founding 
the European Economic 
Community.
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Ready, set, go!
The Berlin Wall has become a work of art. After the Wall fell in 1989 

more than a hundred artists from 21 diff erent countries were invited 

to paint their idea of ‘freedom’ on the wall. Now it’s your turn to 

make some graffi  ti! 

Can you remember a time when you felt really free? Was that at 

school, at home, or when you were doing sports? What made you 

feel so free? Draw your moment of freedom like a work of graffi  ti art. 

Want to use cool lettering? Or symbols? All up to you!
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I AM: Olivier Corré

AGE: 11 years old

THIS IS MY COUNTRY: France

THE CLIMATE IN MY COUNTRY: The weather is generally warm in 
France. It can get really hot in summer, particularly in the south. 
We do get some rain every season, and lots 
of snow in the high mountains in winter.

MY FAVOURITE FOOD: My favourite food is 
boeuf bourguignon, a stew with beef and 
vegetables. It’s best when it is left to simmer 
all day long.  

A TYPICAL DAY IN MY LIFE: I go to school fi ve 
days a week. School starts at 8:20 in the 
morning. We take a long lunch break at 
11:30 and have a big meal. We start with 
a salad. Next, we have some fi sh or meat 
with vegetables and pasta or rice, and 
have some cheese or yoghurt for dessert. 
French schools all serve a three-course lunch. 

Our afternoon lessons start at 1:30 in the afternoon and last until 
4 o’clock. After school, I play with my friends, ride my bike, or take 
tennis lessons. I have plenty of time to play after school because 
we don’t have supper until 7:30. 

A FAMOUS PERSON FROM MY COUNTY:
Julian Alaphilippe. Julian is a famous racing 
cyclist. I hope to become just as good as he is! 

WHAT IS FRANCE FAMOUS FOR? France is the biggest 
country in Europe and many people spend 
their holidays here. They love all the diff erent 
landscapes and the delicious food. When you ask 
a tourist for the fi rst thing that pops into their 
head when you say France, it’s the Eiff el Tower, 
French bread and wine. I don’t like wine yet.

WHAT LANGUAGE DO THEY SPEAK IN FRANCE? In France, we speak 
French, but that was not always the case. Did you know that my 
great grandparents spoke German? That’s because they come 
from Alsace, which belonged to Germany in their lifetime. Alsace 
is in the north-east of France, near the German border. It kept 
being taken over, back and forth, by Germany and France. it 
constantly switched nationalities for many years. So, there was 
a lot of arguing about which country was the boss and which 
language should be spoken. After the Second World War Alsace 
offi  cially become part of France. 

HOW MANY WARS HAS FRANCE BEEN IN?
France was in many wars. They fought the 
Hundred Years’ War against England, and 
many battles in both the First and Second 
World Wars were fought on French territory. 

IS THERE ANYTHING THAT REMINDS YOU OF THE WAR 
WHERE YOU LIVE? There is a war memorial in 
almost every French city, town and village. 
These are statues dedicated to soldiers 
or museums, buildings and cemeteries. I 
visited Romagne-sous-Montfaucon (that’s 
a diffi  cult name) with my parents once. 
There is a cemetery where 14,246 American 
soldiers are buried. They died in the First 
World War. All those rows and rows of white crosses made me feel 
very sad. I also visited a cemetery for German soldiers once. It was 
not as pretty as the American one. Instead of white crosses, they 
had fl at gravestones. My mother told me that France and Germany 
still refused to be friends after the war. That’s why the French did 
not want the Germans to have beautiful graves or memorials here. 
It makes me sad for the families of those German soldiers.

WHICH MUSEUM IN FRANCE SHOULD WE VISIT?
If you are just as interested in the war 
as I am, you should visit the trenches in 
Beaumont-Hamel! 
I went there with my school. You can 
learn everything about a soldier’s life 
here. They really had a hard time. There 
is also a museum with real weapons. 

HOW CAN YOU TELL THAT FRANCE IS PART 
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION? My aunt and 
uncle live in Spain. Because Spain 
is also part of the European Union 
we don’t have to stop at the border 
when we visit them. There is never a 
traffi  c jam holding us up, and we can 
drive straight through!

A MESSAGE FROM EUROPE!

Julian Alaphilippe

boeuf bourguignon
Romagne-sous-Montfaucon

The Hundred Years' War:

Battle of Orleans in 1428
(Vigiles de Charles VII, 15th century).

Beaumont-Hamel
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2

THE TREATY OF 
MAASTRICHT

A new mission for Europe!A new mission for Europe!

WHAT?
The Treaty of Maastricht

WHERE?
In Maastricht, of course!

WHO?
The heads of state or government of the countries 
in the European Union: Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, Ireland, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and the United Kingdom.

WHEN?
The twelve countries made agreements with one 
another and set them down in a treaty on 9 and 10 
December 1991. It was ratifi ed and signed by their 
heads of state or government on 7 February 1992. When 
a treaty or other agreement is ratifi ed it means that 
is has offi  cially been approved. The signing ceremony 
took only 17 minutes!

WHAT WAS IN THE TREATY OF MAASTRICHT?
Seven important agreements were set down:

❶ The European Union was founded 

The twelve countries will cooperate with one another
even more closely as part of the European Union.

❷ All countries want to use the same currency

The countries will be using only one currency from now on: 
the euro. That meant an end to Dutch guilders, German 
marks, Italian lira, Spanish pesetas and so on. They also 

decided to found a single bank to be in charge of the euro: 
the European Central Bank.

❸ They made rules for the euro

Countries who want to be part of the EU and use the euro 
have to abide by certain rules. Their national debt can’t be 
higher than a certain amount. They also need to keep their 
infl ation down. That means that prices can’t rise too much.

❹ They want to do even more together

Before 1991, many European countries were already 
cooperating with one another in economics and 
fi nance. In Maastricht, they decided to join forces 
in even more areas. In order to better fi ght crime 

and combat terrorism, they set up a European law 
enforcement agency called Europol, for example. 

They also made agreements to help refugees end up 
in a good place. And they talked about setting up a single 

European Army, but that never happened.

❺ Residents of the EU become EU citizens

People from the countries that signed the Treaty of Maastricht 
become citizens of the EU. This means that they are free to 

travel and live in all countries of the European Union. Thanks to 
this treaty, you can go on holiday to an EU country like Greece, 
Denmark or Latvia – or study or work there – without any fuss!

❻ European citizens have more infl uence

People from EU countries elect a European Parliament, just like 
the people in your own country elect their parliament. Thanks to 
the Treaty of Maastricht, this parliament is given a greater say 

about what happens in Europe. As a result, European citizens have 
more infl uence in Europe. There is also someone they can turn to 
complain about something in relation to the EU: the European 

ombudsman. This agency investigates complaints submitted by 
European citizens.

❼ The EU interferes only when absolutely necessary

The EU countries have decided that the EU can only interfere in 
things that the individual countries can’t deal with on their own.

Interesting to know
Denmark and the United Kingdom 
were the only countries that 

didn’t want the euro. They kept 
their crowns and pounds.

Fun fact about a
european country!

You will find the highest 
toilet in Europe on 

the highest mountain in 
France: the Mont Blanc!

By the way...
Would you like to know more 

about money and the euro? 
Turn to Chapter 3!

By the way...
Do you want to know more 
about countries that want 
to be in the EU? Turn to 

Chapter 4!

By the way
Do you agree that the European 

Union should have its own army? Read 
chapter 5 and tell us what you think!

The United Kingdom is also 
called Great Britain and is made 

up out of England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland.

THE UNITED 
KINGDOM

CHAPTER
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THIS IS WHERE THE 
CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR 
DISASTER OCCURRED

THESE THREE 
COUNTRIES WERE 

NEUTRAL DURING THE 
FIRST AND SECOND 

WORLD WARS

76% OF THIS 
COUNTRY IS A 

NATURE RESERVE

THIS IS WHERE THE 
TREATY OF VERSAILLES 

WAS SIGNED

Ready, set, go!
Have you become an expert on Europe? How many 

buildings, people and fl ags can you link to the right 

country? Draw a line to connect them.

Tip:
You can always 

look up the answer in 
an atlas or on the 

internet. Or 
ask someone to 

help you.

Venice

MAS Museum

Helsinki Cathedral

Sissi’s Palace

Trinity College

Rijksmuseum

Brandenburger Tor

Hagia Sophia

Amália Rodrigues

Marie Curie

Queen Elizabeth

Draw the fl ag 
of this country

Draw the fl ag 
of this country

Draw the most famous bridge in the UK

Draw an Italian product

Dubrovnik

Hint: 
this is a 
BENELUX 
country
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THE CHAIRMAN 
DECIDES

What made the EU 
countries decide to choose 
Maastricht for their treaty? 

Every country in the EEC 
(the European Economic 
Community) took turns 
being chairman. The 

Netherlands just happened 
to be the chairman in the 
second half of 1991. The 

Dutch government chose 
Maastricht because it had 

an airport. Easy to travel to! 
The city also had enough 
buildings to house all the 
journalists coming from 
all corners of the world 
to report on this historic 

moment.

Interesting to know
The Treaty of 

Maastricht was awarded 
the European Heritage 
Label in 2018. The 
European Heritage 

Label is awarded to 
buildings, documents, 
museums, archives, 
monuments or events 
which are seen as 
milestones in the 

creation of today’s 
Europe. Interesting to know

The EU was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Peace 
in 2012. In the past, 

everyone in Europe 
was fighting one 

another, but today 
EUROPEANS take pride 

in being at peace.

MORE POWER?
One of the things the EU countries could not decide on 
was how much power the EU should have. Should Europe 
have a bigger say in what goes on in all EU countries? 
Or not? What will happen to the EU if more countries 
want to join? And what sort of role should the EU play 
in the rest of the world?

CRISES
It is still not easy for the EU to fi nd the answers to these 
questions. Diffi  cult decisions had to be made in the 
economic crisis of 2008, and the COVID crisis in 2019. 
It’s not easy for 27 countries to all get along with each 
other! If you and 26 of your classmates have to decide 
something, do you all agree right away?

EVEN MORE AGREEMENTS
The EU countries sometimes need to make new rules and 
agreements when a new problem comes up. The Treaty 
of Maastricht is not the only treaty ever signed in Europe. 
In 1997 the Treaty of Amsterdam was signed to make it 
even easier for people to travel all over the European 
Union. And the Treaty of Nice was signed in 2001 so 
that decisions could be made even faster in the rapidly 
growing EU.

FINISH THE FLAGS

These are the fl ags of all the countries who signed the 
Treaty of Maastricht. Can you fi ll in the missing parts? 

And can you link them to the right country?

Tip:
Don’t recognise 
a certain flag? 

Look for it on the 
internet!

Fun fact about a
European country!
Finland is called 
‘the country of a 
thousand lakes’. 
There are 188 

thousand lakes in 
this country!

Interesting to know
48 places in Europe have the 
European Heritage Label. The 

peace palace in the Netherlands, 
the abbey of Cluny in France 

and the centre of old Athens in 
Greece are all on the list.

Peace Palace
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Fun fact about a
European country!

Do you like castles? Then you 
should visit the Czech Republic! 
There are more CASTLES here than 
in any other European country. 

It has 932 castles!

Interesting to know
People often say 

‘Brussels’ when they talk 
about Europe. This is the 
capital of Belgium, and 

also a sort of capital of 
the European Union. Many 
people who work for the 
European Union live in 

Brussels.

Interesting to know
The members of the European 
Parliament have to travel 
between Strasbourg in 
France and Brussels in 

Belgium for their meetings. 
Although this was decided a 
long time ago, it is very 

inconvenient. Not only that: 
it’s very expensive. It 

costs more than 100 million 
euros a year!

THERE’S MORE?
You may not believe it, but there are even more 

organisations in the EU:

The Council of the European Union

Every EU member state sends its ministers to this council. 
They take important decisions here, often together with the 

European Parliament.

The European Central Bank

This bank keeps an eye on the euro and the other European banks. 
It is the only bank that is allowed to print euro banknotes!

The European Court of Auditors

The European Court of Auditors makes sure the EU is spending 
its money in the right way. 

The Court of Justice of the European Union

This court makes sure that the member states obey the rules. It also 
resolves confl icts among them.

strasbourg

Brussels

THAT CAN BE QUITE DIFFICULT!
Making agreements in the EU 
is very complicated, because so 
many countries have a say in all 
of these decisions. Trade and the 
environment are the easiest areas 
to collaborate on. Some issues 
are more diffi  cult, like a European 
army. What would be better: a 
single European army, or having 
every country keep their own 
soldiers? Many member states 
want to decide this for themselves.

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
The European Union has its own 
parliament, just like all European 
countries. This one is a lot bigger, 
though. It has 705 seats! The 
member states hold elections 
once every fi ve years for this 
parliament. The number of seats 
allocated to each country is 
proportional to its residents.

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
Every member state elects one 
European Commissioner. These 
27 commissioners are like 
ministers. They are all in charge 
of their own portfolio, such as 
agriculture, the economy or the 
environment, and have a seat in 
the European Commission. They 
form the day-to-day government 
of the European Union.

Interesting to know
Not only does the 

European Union have 
a flag of its own, 
it also has its own 
anthem: the ‘Ode to 
Joy’ by Ludwig van 

Beethoven.

THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL
And if that isn’t enough, there is also the European Council. Its members are 
the heads of state and government of the 27 EU member states, like the 
Lithuanian president, the German chancellor or the Finish prime minster. 
They discuss important matters like the expansion of the EU. When they 
have a meeting, we call this a ‘European summit’.

Can you fi nd your 
way from Brussels 

to Strasbourg 
through this 

maze?
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I AM: Felix Laslo

AGE: 12 years old

THIS IS MY COUNTRY: Germany

THE CLIMATE IN MY COUNTRY:: Germany is a big country, so the 
climate is not the same everywhere. I live in the mountains. 
Here, you can bask in the sun in summer and go skiing in 
winter. Only a small part of Germany borders the sea, but 
this is where I like to spend my holidays.

MY FAVOURITE FOOD:: My favourite food is Flammkuchen. It’s 
like pizza, only thinner. I put lots of vegetables on it because 
I don’t eat meat. You could try making it at home!

A TYPICAL DAY IN MY LIFE: I have to get up early on school days. 
The school bus picks me up at 7 in the morning, and my fi rst 
lessons start at 7:30. What’s nice about starting early is that 
we get out early too. We go home at 1 o’clock. What I don’t 
like is all the homework we get. We have to spend about an 
hour and a half doing homework every day. This starts in our 
third year of school. Next year I will go to secondary school. 
In some places in Germany you start secondary school 
two years earlier, and there are many diff erent types of 
secondary schools. 

A FAMOUS PERSON FROM MY COUNTY: Angela Merkel. 
Ms Merkel has been ‘the boss’ in Germany for 
many years. Many people think she did a 
great job.

WHAT IS GERMANY FAMOUS FOR? I think it’s 
really stupid that when you ask people 
about Germany, the fi rst things they 
think of are the Second World War and 
Hitler. Not everyone in Germany wanted 
this war, and the German people also had 
a diffi  cult time. I would be happier if they 
thought about our wonderful Christmas markets, 
or Fantasialand, or our beautiful nature.

WHAT LANGUAGE DO THEY SPEAK IN GERMANY? In Germany 
they speak German. To some foreigners, German and 
Dutch sound the same. They say ‘hallo’, just like we 
do. The word for child is also the same: Kind. Another 
similar word is ‘kaputt’, which is ‘kapot’ in Dutch. 

HAS GERMANY’S PAST HAD A BIG IMPACT ON YOUR FAMILY?
Yes. When the Second World War was over, Berlin was 
divided into East and West Berlin. The East, which is 
where my grandparents lived, was given to the Soviet 
Union. That’s what Russia was called then. Life for 
the people in East Germany was very hard and many 
wanted to fl ee to the West. So they built a big wall to 
keep them in: the Berlin Wall. My grandparents were 

trapped in East Berlin. Fleeing was really dangerous. Most people who 
tried were killed, so my grandparents simply made the best of it.

WHAT WAS LIFE LIKE FOR YOUR GRANDPARENTS 
IN EAST BERLIN? My grandmother told 
me she had to wait a lot. There were big 
queues in front of the bakery. And the 
hairdresser. Shopping meant waiting. 
There were huge queues everywhere. 
And when you fi nally made it inside the 
grocery shop, there was hardly anything 
on the shelves. There was only one type 
of everything, so you couldn’t choose from 
diff erent brands of chocolate, fl our or 
shampoo. Fruit and vegetables were also 
scarce. 

WERE YOUR PARENTS BORN IN EAST BERLIN? My father doesn’t come from 
East Berlin, but my mother does. She also went to school there. That’s 
very diff erent from how it is here today. Children were the same class 
from when they were small until they were 16. They went to school six 
days a week. At school, they were taught that it was important to work 
for your country and to fi ght for it. Math problems were often about 
tanks and soldiers. And their language books were often about war. 
Boys were taught to use weapons in school. Fortunately, they were 
allowed to do sports, but they weren’t allowed to choose which type of 
sport. Your teachers chose the sport that they thought was best suited 
to your body. My mother thinks freedom is very important because she 
was not allowed to choose so many things by herself when she was 
young. 

HOW CAN YOU TELL THAT GERMANY IS PART OF THE EUROPEAN UNION?
I go to a special boarding school in Austria in winter because I’m good 
at skiing and ski jumping. If Germany and Austria were not both in the 
European Union, I would not have had this opportunity. My Austrian 
school is very nice, but I do miss my parents!

A MESSAGE FROM EUROPE!

recipe flamm kuchen
Ingredients
100 g fl our
2 g yeast

80 ml lukewarm water
2 tablespoons crème fraîche

Olive oil
Salt and pepper

Lots of vegetables, like 
red onion, sweet peppers, 

mushrooms and aubergines
(My parents also put bacon 
bits on their Flammkuchen) 

Method
Make the dough by kneading 

together the fl our, yeast, water, 
one tablespoon of olive oil and 

some salt. Roll it into a nice 
ball. Put it in a bowl, cover it 
and set it aside to rise for an 

hour.

Roll out the dough and spread 
it with the crème fraîche. Next, 
top it with veggies (and bacon 
bits, if you want). Bake it in a 

preheated oven (220 degrees) 
for 15 minutes. Guten appetit!

The Berlin Wall

Angela Merkel
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Interesting to know
The ECSC was thought 
up by Jean Monnet. 

This French visionary 
thought that a United 

Europe could be created 
by starting small. The 
countries would see 
for themselves that 

cooperation is useful, 
and start doing it more. 
What do you think? Was 
Monnet right after all?

ONE TREATY AFTER ANOTHER!

After the Second World War, the countries in Europe wanted to 

stop fi ghting and work together. Agreements had to be made 

about this. These agreements are called treaties. Every country 

signing a treaty has to keep the promises it has made.

Interesting to know
The various organisations 

that were founded to promote 
European cooperation all 
have acronyms: ECSC, EEC, 

EURATOM. That can get pretty 
complicated! So, the member 
states decided to merge some 
of them in 1965. From that 
moment onwards, these three 
were known as the European 
Community. In 1992, this 

became the European Union.

Interesting to know
Because so many 

countries in Eastern and 
Central Europe joined 
the EU in 2004, they 

called this the Big Bang 
enlargement. It was as 

if the EU grew to almost 
twice its size in one 

big explosion!

GO EUROPE GO!

The USA encourages European 
cooperation. They don’t want to 

participate in another European war. 
They also hope that European cooperation 

will help combat poverty in Europe.

THE EU JUST KEEPS GROWING

Which countries joined the EU 
(or EEC)? And when?

1973   Denmark, Ireland, 
the United Kingdom

1981   Greece
1986  Portugal and Spain
1995  Finland, Austria and 

Sweden
2004   Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Poland, Slovenia, 
Slovakia, Czechia (offi  cially 
called the Czech Republic), 
Cyprus and Malta

2007  Romania and Bulgaria
2013  Croatia

1951 
the Treaty of Paris

In 1951, the European Coal 
and Steel Community (the 

ECSC) was founded by Belgium, 
France, Western Germany, Italy, 

Luxembourg and the Netherlands. 
These countries started 

cooperating and trading with 
one another more and 

more frequently. 

1957
the Treaties of Rome

Once they saw how successful the 
ECSC was, the six countries took it 
one step further. They signed the 
Treaty of Rome that founded the 
European Economic Community. 

The most important part of the EEC 
is the European Market. This made 

it is easier for goods, people and 
money to cross the borders of the 

various countries in the EEC. 

1985
the Treaty of Schengen

Belgium, France, Germany, 
Luxembourg and the Netherlands 

met in Schengen (a village in 
Luxembourg) to sign a treaty that 
would result in less border control. 

So, they stopped checking the 
passports of people crossing the 

borders of these countries in 1995. 
You can drive straight through 

the borders of Schengen countries 
without stopping!

1986
THE SINGLE EUROPEAN ACT 

(in Luxembourg and The Hague)

The countries in the European 
Community have veto powers. This 

means that if they do not agree 
with something, it won’t happen. 

In 1986, they decided to make this 
more diffi  cult. Otherwise, nothing 

would get done at all! 

1992
THE TREATY of Maastricht

Twelve countries came together 
in Maastricht to establish the 

European Union. It was an 
important moment in European 

history! The countries started 
cooperating with one another more 
closely than ever before and made 

plans to introduce the euro.

2007
the Treaty of Lisbon

Even more agreements were made 
when the member states met 

in the capital of Portugal. These 
agreements would help them 
manage the EU even better.

ECSC

EEC

Interesting to know
Do you remember that 

France and Germany were 
once ‘hereditary enemies’? 
Today, their cooperation 
is very important for the 
EU. We call their special 
partnership the Franco-

German axis. You could call 
this partnership the motor 
behind the European Union!

EURATOM
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19 OR 27?
Although there are 27 member 
states in the European union, not 
all of them use the euro. Denmark 
held a referendum about the 
euro in 2000. In a referendum, the 
entire population of a country gets 
to vote on something. The Danes 
voted ‘no’ and that’s why they still 
use the Danish crown there. Other 
EU countries that still use their own 
currency are Sweden, Poland, the 
Czech Republic, Hungary, Romania, 
Croatia and Bulgaria.

Interesting to know
Not everyone is happy 
with how the euro 
looks. Some people 
think the banknotes 
look too much like 

Monopoly money! What 
do you think?

3

EUROPEAN 
MONEY

Nineteen EU member states 

have all been using the same 

coins and banknotes since 

2002: the euro. This means 

that the money in your wallet 

can come from countries 

all over the EU, like Spain, 

Lithuania or Cyprus. Some 

EU countries didn’t want to 

exchange their own currency 

for the euro, while others were 

very happy with this change. 

The euro is everywhereThe euro is everywhere

Which coins and which banknotes do you need to buy this? Arrange them in a row.

Buy, buy, buy!

a scooter:
€47.50

4 donuts:
€4.35

a pair of trainers:
€66.90

a sofa:
€1,275

a small dog:
€486

Interesting to know
The euro has become 
so important that you 
can use it even in 
countries that don’t 
belong to the European 
Union, like Zimbabwe, 
Venezuela and Turkey.

Interesting to know
The euro was actually 

supposed to be called the 
‘ecu’. But because this 
sounds like ‘e-cow’ in 
Dutch and German, they 
decided that euro would 

be a better choice.

Fun fact about a European country!
The Louvre in Paris is the most visited 
building in Europe. Every year, more 

than 10 million people visit the museum 
where the Mona Lisa is on display!

MARKS, FRANCS OR GUILDERS?
If you went on holiday to another European country 
before 2002 you would have to stop at the bank 
fi rst. Here, you would exchange your own money for 
that of the country you were visiting. And if you had 
any foreign money left afterwards, you would have 
to bring it to the bank and change it back into your 
own currency again. Thanks to the euro, that’s no 
longer necessary. When you are travelling abroad, 
you can buy everything you need with the money 
you already have in your wallet.

EASY COOPERATION
The euro also had benefi ts for inter-European 
trade. Shopkeepers and companies no longer 
had to convert their money into foreign currencies 
to do business with other shops or companies in 
other countries.

GETTING USED TO IT
People had trouble getting used to the euro when it was introduced 
on 1 January 2002. So, all the supermarkets made signs showing what 
something cost in euros as well as in the old currency. Although there 
was plenty of information about the euro in newspapers and on TV, and 
people were sent letters about it, it did take some getting used to. 
Can you imagine having to pay in an unfamiliar currency all of a sudden?

€20 + €20 + €2 +

CHAPTER

The countries that use 
the euro are part of the 
eurozone. Can you tell 

which nineteen countries 
we're looking for?
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Hint:
This coin comes from 
the smallest country 

in Europe.

Hint:
This coin shows 
a king’s coat of 
arms, even though 

the country no longer 
has a king. The most 

famous football player 
in Europe comes from 

this country.

Hint:
There is a knight on a 
horse on this coin. 
It is the coat of 

arms of one of three 
countries we call the 

Baltic States.

Hint:
The portrait on this 

coin is that of the king 
from a country that is 
famous for its yummy 
chocolate and chips.

Hint:
The lady on this 
coin doesn’t 

really exist. She 
is called Marianne 
and is the symbol 
of a country that 
is famous for a 
tall tower made 

from iron. It’s not a 
leaning tower.

Hint:
The harp on this coin 
is a symbol for this 
country, where people 
love to make music. 
The country is also 

associated with four-
leaf clovers.

Hint:
This coin shows 

an outline of the 
country to which 
it belongs. Easy 

to find on a map! 
It is a small country 
in the north-eastern 

part of Europe. 

Hint:
This coin shows a 

pair of flying swans. 
There are lots of 

lakes here. It’s very 
cold and the people 

who live here love to 
visit the sauna.

Hint:
You will find 

the mountain on 
this coin smack 
in the middle of 

Europe. The capital 
of this country 
is Bratislava. 

Hint:
The cross on this coin was 

used by knights in the 
Middle Ages. This 
country is a small 

island off the 
coast of Italy. 
Lots of pirates 
lived here once.

Hint:
This coin shows a type of goat, 

called a mouflon. You have lots of 
them in this country, which is an 
island between Greece and Turkey.

Hint:
The eagle on this coin 
is also printed on the 
jerseys of the football 
players of this big 
European country.

Hint:
This coin shows the image of 
the king of a country that 
is famous for windmills, 

cheese and tulips. Fun fact: 
he didn’t have a beard when 

this coin was minted, 
but he does now.

Hint:
This coin shows 
a famous church. 
It is a place of 

pilgrimage, meaning 
that people walk 

hundreds of kilometres 
on foot to visit it 

for religious reasons.

Ready, set, go!
The euro was introduced on 1 January 2002. One side of the coin 

(the ‘tails’ side) is the same for every country and shows its value. 

The other side (the ‘heads’ side) shows an image chosen by each 

country. You can have coins from all over Europe in your wallet! 

Can you tell where each of these coins is from?

1

2

3
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
14
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crossword puzzle

Fun fact about a
European country!
In most countries, 
people toast one 

another by clinking 
their wine glasses. In 
Hungary, they do that 
differently. They raise 

their glasses, say 
‘Egészségedre’, and look 
into each other’s eyes.

Interesting to know
In 2002 the economy of 
Argentina was in so 

much trouble that the 
country really did go 
bankrupt. The angry 
population protested 

against the government.

Interesting to know
In 2013, the European 
Central Bank printed 

new euro banknotes that 
were more difficult 
to forge. All except 

the 500-euro banknote, 
because shopkeepers 
don’t like people 
paying with this 
banknote anyway.

DOMINO EFFECT
Greece couldn’t keep lying to the EU. The country 
could neither pay off  its debts nor lend more money. 
It looked like the entire country was about to go 
bankrupt! That would have been disastrous for the 
euro. All the countries using the euro were afraid 
that they would get the same problems as Greece 
if it were to go bankrupt. It was as if Greece were 
a domino stone that would cause all the other 
euro countries to topple over if it were to fall. So, 
something had to be done! Although they were not 
happy with the situation, they did help Greece pay 
off  its debts.

CRISIS
When the banks in America were having 
problems in 2008, the entire world entered 
into an economic crisis. The crisis hit Europe 
in 2009. It was called the Eurozone Crisis. 
The economies of all the countries in the 
EU had a diffi  cult time, particularly Greece.

REGRETS ABOUT THE EURO?
The eurozone crisis and the problems 
with Greece made everyone look at 
the euro with a critical eye. Many 
countries were angry about having to 
help Greece just because they had the 
same currency. Some of them wanted 
to punish Greece by not letting them 
use the euro anymore, but that didn’t 
happen after all.

FALSE FIGURES
When the EU introduced the euro, they didn’t 
want Greece to join in. The country was too 
far in debt because the Greeks had borrowed 
too much money from companies and other 
countries. Greece was eventually able to start 
using the euro by lending US dollars. However, 
when the US dollar started to drop in value 
in 2008, Greece’s debt only became bigger. 
The Greek government kept this a secret. The 
country gave the EU false fi gures, making it 
seem as if everything was all right.

MONEY MATTERS

If you can’t pay your debts, you go bankrupt. You may have 

heard of companies going bankrupt, but can a country go 

bankrupt? In 2008 the European Union was afraid that this 

would happen to Greece.

Test your knowledge about the euro by completing the crossword puzzle!

Across
1. Because food is so important to 

us, the EU spends a lot of money 
on ...

3. This country has swans on its 
euro coins

4. The currency Italy used before 
the euro

5. This country has an eagle on its 
euro coins

7. A European country that almost 
went bankrupt

8. Board game with fake money

Down
2. What it’s called when the entire 

population votes on something
6. The name they fi rst wanted to 

give the euro
7. The currency used in the 

Netherlands before the euro

7

8

2

3

4

5 6

1
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ASK YOU GRANDFATHER, GRANDMOTHER
OR NEIGHBOUR!

Do you know someone who has an interesting 

story to tell about their past? Ask them what life 

was like before the euro!

How old were you the fi rst time you travelled to a foreign country?

Did you have to show your passport?

Which countries have you visited?

Did you think having all those diff erent coins and banknotes was 
inconvenient?

Do you have any of those old coins left?

WHO WILL PAY?

So, how does the EU get 
all these billions of euros? 

The member states all pay 
the EU some money every 
year. Richer countries pay 

more than poorer ones. The 
EU also earns money from 
cross-border trade. When 

a company in the USA sells 
a TV set to someone in the 
EU, the American company 
has to pay extra taxes. We 

call these import duties, and 
that money goes to the EU.

Fun fact about a
European country!
Although there are 51 
countries in Europe, 
it is the smallest 

continent on the planet 
but one! Only Australia 

is smaller.

Interesting to know
EU member states have to pay 
the EU money to compensate 
for all the packaging waste 
they produce. That makes 
not recycling packaging 

expensive.

In 2021, the European Union wanted to spend 164 billion euros. That’s almost 365 euros for every EU 
citizen. Where does this money come from? And where does it go? 

CLIMATE
The EU spends money to 

combat global warming. It 
gives companies money to 
help them become more 
environmentally friendly.

AGRICULTURE
The EU gives farmers in EU 

countries a lot of money. They 
have to make sure everyone in 

Europe has healthy food.

MIGRATION
The EU spends money to help 
refugees. But it also pays for 
border security and to make 
sure not everyone can enter 

the European continent.

SECURITY
The EU also sets 

money aside to keep 
its member states safe.

BETTER ROADS
The EU wants 

holidaymakers, lorries, 
trains and aircraft to 

travel through Europe 
faster. That’s why it 
spends money on 

better roads, faster 
rail connections and 

bigger airports.

RESTORATION AFTER 
THE COVID CRISIS

COVID has caused a lot of 
fi nancial problems in the EU 
member states. People lost 

their jobs and companies went 
bankrupt. The EU wants to help 

countries whose economies were 
hit by the COVID crisis.

MONEY MUST BE KEPT IN CIRCULATION

You can buy all sorts of things with your pocket money. Like sweets, or a 

magazine. Or maybe you are saving up for a game console. The European 

Union also has money, and has to decide what to spend it on.
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I AM: Stasia Vasiliadis

AGE: 11 years old

THIS IS MY COUNTRY: Greece

THE CLIMATE IN MY COUNTRY: Greece is on the 
Mediterranean Sea and is largely made up out of 
islands. The weather is wonderful, and temperatures 
can rise to above forty degrees in summer. We go to 
the beach a lot! It rains a lot in winter, but it 
never gets really cold.  

MY FAVOURITE FOOD: My favourite food is 
giouvetsi. It’s eaten with orzo, a type of pasta. 
There is a tomato sauce with it, and meat. My 
mother makes it with lamb. I could eat it every 
day. A scoop of tzatziki goes really well with it, 
too. That’s a tangy salad made with cucumbers 
and yoghurt. 

A TYPICAL DAY IN MY LIFE: I go to school from 
Monday to Friday. My school day starts at 8 in 
the morning, and ends at 2 in the afternoon. At 
school, I study the Greek language, maths, history, 
English, biology, geography, art and a lot more. 
Next year I will go to the Gymnasio. That is a 
secondary school. 

WHAT LANGUAGE DO THEY SPEAK IN GREECE? In Greece, 
we speak Greek. Many people also speak English 
here, and there are also parts of the country where 
Turkish or Albanian is spoken.

A FAMOUS PERSON FROM MY COUNTY: I am a huge fan 
of Stefania Liberakakis. She sang in the Eurovision 
Song Festival and millions of people watched her! 
Her big hit ‘Last Dance’ always makes me feel 
happy and I can’t stop myself from dancing when 
I hear it..

WHAT IS GREECE FAMOUS FOR? Greece 
is famous all over the world because 
of the Ancient Greeks, who lived here 
thousands of years ago. Greece was 
divided into lots of little countries then. 
There were also lots of great thinkers. 
Their ideas are still important today 
– like democracy! Democracy was 
born in the city of Athens, which is our 
capital. People still read the writings 
of the Greek philosophers and make 
use of their ideas. The Ancient Greeks 
also made beautiful art, like statues 
and painted pottery and walls with 
beautiful drawings. These drawings 
often tell a story. 

CAN YOU STILL SEE TRACES OF ANCIENT 
GREECE TODAY? Yes! You can fi nd them 
all over the country, even though they 
are thousands of years old. There are 
ruins of old cities, and beautiful statues. I love the old temples. 
They were like the churches of the Ancient Greeks and very 
important. The temples would be beautifully decorated and were 
located in the middle of the city.

WHY ARE YOU PROUD OF GREECE? Greece has had a diffi  cult time. Our 
country did not have a lot of money and might not have been 
allowed to use the euro. Europe was very strict! And that caused 
problems. Many people lost their jobs, and only became poorer. 
Things have been going better. I am very proud of how we in 
Greece have persevered in diffi  cult times.

HOW CAN YOU TELL THAT GREECE IS PART OF THE EUROPEAN UNION? We all 
have the euro. No matter where I go in the European Union, I can 
pay in the same currency. That saves me doing a lot of arithmetic! 
It’s also easier for tourists who visit Greece, who can simply buy 
everything with the money already in their wallets.

A MESSAGE FROM EUROPE!

Stefania Liberakakis

giouvetsi

The Parthenon 
in Athens
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Interesting to know
The EU can get angry with 
countries that violate the 

rules. In 2019, Poland 
adopted a law that allowed 

the government to fire 
judges. The EU punished 

Poland for this.

LLANFAIRPWLL-GWYNGYLLGOGERYCHWYRNDROB-WLLLLANTYSILIOGOGOGOCH

Fun fact about a European country!
You will find the village with the 

longest name ever in Wales: Llanfairpwll-
gwyngyllgogerychwyrndrob-wllllantysiliogogogoch. 
It means ‘cave’. But how do you pronounce it?

Word Search puzzle4

THE EUROPEAN 
UNION IS 
GROWING

Europe is made up out of 51 countries, but not all of them are members 

of the European Union. Why do some countries prefer not to join? And 

why are some countries, like Serbia and Turkey, not part of the EU even 

though they want to be?

In or out?In or out?

The European Union was founded in 1991 by the countries 
in the European Community: Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, Ireland, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and the United Kingdom.

That was thirty years ago, and many more have joined 
since then. And one country has even left.

T A A F I N L A N D

Y A I R T S U A H E

U R N K N I T E A D

K I A E A N G I I A

D C U G D V N O N I

M Y H L N E O E O H

F P T T V U W L T C

T R I O H E H S S E

B U L G A R I A E Z

E S U A I T A O R C

austria
bulgaria
croatia
cyprus

czechia
estonia
finland
hungary

lithuania
slovakia
slovenia
sweden

Can you fi nd twelve countries that joined the EU 
in this Word Search puzzle?

The letters that remain spell the name of the only 
country to withdraw from the European Union. 

The countries that want to be in the European Union have a 
positive opinion of the EU. If you are in favour of the EU, there 
are many benefi ts:

✓ No war with other EU member states.
✓ Being able to travel and send goods from one EU country to 

another without any fuss. That is both pleasant for holidays 
and good for international trade!

✓ If you are an EU member state, your economy will grow. More 
people will have jobs.

✓ The EU is also concerned about the environment and climate 
change. EU member states receive funding to become more 
environmentally friendly.

Albania, Montenegro, 
North Macedonia, Serbia 
and Turkey have tried 
to become EU member 
states for some time 
now. It’s not easy. If you 
want to be a member of 
the EU, you have to:

★ be a democracy, which 
means that the people 
in your country can 
participate freely in 
elections;

★ have a rule of law, 
which means that the 
people in your country 
are free and have 
equal rights and you 
have a fair court of law;

★ have a strong 
economy; and

★ agree with the rules of 
the EU.

One of the most diffi  cult 
things for an aspiring EU 
member state is that all 
the other member states 
have to agree to let you 
in. If there is only one 
country that says ‘no’, you 
can forget it!

Turkey has wanted to 
become part of the EU 

for 60 years. The country 
has not been successful 
because its government 

is always quarrelling 
with the EU. The EU 
thinks Turkey is not 

democratic enough and 
that its courts are not fair 
enough. Do you believe 
that Turkey should be 

allowed to join?

CHAPTER
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1  You have to put together a football team from 
your classmates. Who will you pick?

A  I will choose the highest scorer and best striker in 
my class. I only want the very best on my team! 
(1 point)

B  I will choose the players that make up the best 
team. (2 points)

C  It doesn’t matter to me; I just want to have fun and 
let everyone join in. (4 points)

D  I will choose my friends. We may not be the best 
team, but we will have fun. (3 points)

2  You are fi ghting with your little brother. How do 
you end your quarrel?

A  You try to get your own way. (1 point)

B  You ask your mother for help. (3 points)

C  You ignore your brother until he says he’s sorry. 
(2 points)

D  You try to make up with your brother and make 
sure nobody is blamed for your fi ght. (4 points)

3  What is your favourite holiday destination?
A  The mountains! (2 points)

B  I love a sunny beach. (4 points)

C  I want to go hiking in the forest. (1 point)

D  I want to go shopping in a beautiful city! (3 points)

4  You want your parents to give you more pocket 
money. How do you accomplish this?

A  You make a list of all the reasons why you need 
more money. (2 points)

B  ou pester your parents until they give in. (1 point)

C  You strike a deal: if you do more chores, you will get 
more pocket money. (3 points)

D  You are on your best behaviour for a whole week 
and then ask them for more pocket money. 
(4 points)

5  Your best friend forgot his lunch and now has 
nothing to eat. What do you do?

A  You share yours with him, giving him exactly half of 
everything. (4 points)

B  You give him your fruit; you don’t like that anyway. 
(2 points)

C  You give him your chocolate bar; you feel so sorry 
for him that you want him to have the yummiest. 
(3 points)

D  You ask him how much he would pay for one of your 
sandwiches. (1 point)

6  When I grow up, I want to be:
A  The CEO of a company (1 point)

B  An astronaut (3 points)

C  A tennis champion (2 points)

D  A teacher (4 points)

7  What is your favourite food?
A  Pizza (3 points)

B  Pancakes (2 points)

C  Chips (4 points)

D  Ice cream (1 points)

8  You and your class are playing dodgeball. What 
kind of player are you?

A  I throw my balls as hard as I can, trying to hit 
everyone! (1 point)

B  I stay in the background and then strike very 
suddenly. (3 points)

C  I run like crazy all over the place, making it hard for 
others to hit me. (2 points)

D  I try to play along, but feel relieved when I get hit 
and get called out. (4 points)

WHICH HEAD OF STATE ARE YOU?

MARGARET THATCHER 
8 – 11 point

You are a real negotiator and 
know exactly what you want. 
Just like Margaret Thatcher. 

This British prime minister was 
very good at making deals with 
other countries. She could drive 

a very hard bargain, so they 
called her the ‘Iron Lady’. 

HELMUT KOHL 
20 – 23 point 

You want everyone to help 
everyone else. Just like Helmut 
Kohl, the chancellor of Western 
Germany (when Germany was 
still divided). What he wanted 

most of all was to reunify 
Germany and unite all the 

countries in Europe.

FRANÇOIS MITTERRAND 
12 – 15 punten

Cooperation is what you like 
best. You are a bit like François 
Mitterrand, a French president 
who also valued cooperation 

very highly. He tried to get more 
countries to join the European 
Union, like Spain and Portugal. 

JOSEPH BECH 
24 – 27 point 

You want to make sure nobody 
takes advantage of you. 

Just like Joseph Bech from 
Luxembourg. He was the prime 
minister of a small country, so 
he wanted to make sure that 
every country in the EU would 
be heard. No matter their size!

JEAN MONNET 
16 – 19 point

You want to keep everyone 
happy! That makes you like 
Jean Monnet, one of the 

founders of the EU. He was 
very good at talking to people 

and fi nding solutions that 
pleased everyone.

ANGELA MERKEL 
28 – 32 point

You want to understand 
everyone. That makes you a bit 
like Angela Merkel. She is known 

as a sort of ‘mother of Europe’ 
because she always tried to 

help other people and countries. 
Her motto was: keep talking 
when you have an argument 
and try to solve it that way.

Ready, set, go!
Which famous European leader are you? Take the quiz!
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Interesting to know
Some people in other countries also want their country 
to withdraw from the EU. Some people in the Netherlands 
want a ‘Nexit’, while there are French people who want 

a ‘Frexit’ and Greeks who want a ‘Grexit’.

NEXIT

nexit FREXIT

grexit

Interesting to know
Sometimes you hear 
people saying that 
the EU will become 

the ‘United States of 
Europe’. They believe 
the EU will become a 
single country, like 
the USA. But that was 
never the intention. 
All member states 

will remain their own 
country!

Interesting to know 
The word ‘Brexit’ is a 

portmanteau of the words 
‘Britain’ and ‘exit’ 

(meaning that both words 
are put together to create 

a single word).

Interesting to know
The UK desperately 

wanted to join the EEC 
in the 1960s, but France 
prevented them from doing 
so. The French president 
Charles de Gaulle simply 
didn’t think the UK was a 
good match with the other 
countries. It was not 
until De Gaulle was no 

longer president that the 
UK could finally join.

Fun fact about a
European country!

There is no other place 
in the world where so 
much chocolate is sold 
as at Brussels airport. 

More than 800,000 kilos of 
chocolate are sold here 

every year!

sudoku
Every fl ag represents a number. 

Every square with 4 boxes contains the numbers 1 to 4 once. 
Every row, down and across, also has the numbers

 1 to 4 only once.
1 = England
2 = Wales

3 = Scotland
4 = UK

BREXIT
In 2016 something happened that 
gave the European Union quite a 
fright! Great Britain was not sure if 
they wanted to stay part of the EU. 
Many Brits thought the EU imposed 
too many diffi  cult rules. They were 
asked to vote on this. And what was 
the outcome? A little more than half 
wanted to leave the EU. So, in 2020 
‘Brexit’ happened. The UK offi  cially 
withdrew from the EU.

QUARRELLING
Withdrawing from the EU is 
not easy. The UK had made 
many agreements with EU 
countries. Brexit brought 
a lot of changes to these 
agreements. It took almost 
four years to fi gure it all out! 
People are still arguing about 
certain things even now. The 
EU and the UK still disagree 
about border control, for 
instance.

PEOPLE WHO ARE AGAINST THE EU THINK THAT:
★ The EU is not democratic enough. Not everything 

having to do with the EU is chosen by the people.
★ Being a member of the EU costs too much money.
★ Big countries like France and Germany always get 

their way. Smaller countries always get the short 
end of the stick.

★ The EU imposes too many rules. Some countries are 
afraid their wishes won’t be heard.
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NORTH AND SOUTH
Stereotypes in Europe are often based on the diff erences 
between North and South. Dutch, Swedish and German 
people sometimes call Italians, Spaniards and Greeks lazy, 
while people from the southern European countries say that 
those from the north are stingy and strict.

IS THAT CORRECT?
The stereotype of Northern Europeans working harder than 
Southern Europeans simply isn’t true. People in Italy, Greece 
and Spain actually spend more hours at the offi  ce every 
week than German, Swedish or Dutch people, for example. 
Lunch breaks may be longer in Southern Europe, but they 
don’t leave the offi  ce until much later. So, there you have it: 
stereotypes aren’t necessarily true at all!

THERE ARE NEGATIVE STEREOTYPES ABOUT EVERY COUNTRY. 
CAN YOU MATCH THEM? DRAW A LINE TO CONNECT THEM.

Fun fact about a
European country!

There are more bicycles than 
people in the Netherlands. 
There were more than 23 

million bikes in this small 
country in 2021!

Interesting to know
Denmark, Austria, the 

Netherlands and Sweden are 
called the ‘Frugal Four’. Other 
member states believe that they 
are stingy and want to hoard all 

their money.

Interesting to know
Here is a Dutch magazine 
from 2020 that shows some 
stereotypes of European 
countries. It shows lazy 

Southern Europeans and hard-
working Northern Europeans. 
Southern Europeans didn’t 
find it funny at all.

THE FRENCH are proud.

GREEKS 

are lazy.

GERMANS
have no sense of humour.

SPANIARDS

are hot-headed (they get angry easily).
THE DUTCH

are stingy.

BRITS 

are always drunk.
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I AM: Halegül Özdemir 

AGE: 12 years old

THIS IS MY COUNTRY: Turkey

THE CLIMATE IN MY COUNTRY: Turkey is very big, so the climate is 
diff erent all over the country. Along the coast, it’s nice and warm 
and the winters are mild. In the middle of the country, it can get very 

hot in summer and very cold in winter.

MY FAVOURITE FOOD: I love breakfast! 
A typical Turkish breakfast table has 
lots of small dishes on it, with cucumbers, 
tomatoes, olives, and fresh cheese. 
There’s also honey and jam. And bread 
and Turkish tea.

A TYPICAL DAY IN MY LIFE: I go to school at 
8:15 in the morning. I learn all sorts of 
subjects at school. Everyone goes home 
for lunch. After that, we go back to school 
until 3 in the afternoon. 

WHAT LANGUAGE DO THEY SPEAK IN TURKEY?
Turkish. 

A FAMOUS PERSON FROM MY COUNTY: Çağlar Söyüncü. He is a famous 
football player. He is a defending player, just like me. And he plays 
for our national team!

WHAT IS TURKEY FAMOUS FOR? Turkey is famous for all sorts of 
things. There are many beautiful old buildings and cities 
here. Turkey also has beautiful nature. Many people come 
here for the holidays because of the delicious food and 
great weather!

WHAT DOES TURKEY THINK OF EUROPE? Not all Turkish people 
think the same about Europe. Some think Europe is not 
being kind to Turkey, and acts as if we are not part of the 

continent. Others say we don’t need Europe, but how can that be 
when Istanbul, one of our biggest cities, borders Greece and Bulgaria?
There are also people who think that it would be good for Turkey to 
join the European Union and that we should cooperate. 

DO YOU THINK THE EUROPEAN UNION IS IMPORTANT? I think that it would be 
good for Turkey to be friends with the European Union. Many Turkish 
people live in Europe, like my aunt and uncle! They like to come here 
for the holidays, and we sometimes visit them in Germany. It would be 
a pity if we could no longer see them because our countries don’t get 
along with each other. 

A MESSAGE FROM EUROPE!
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CLIMATE OR WEATHER?
When the sun is shining and it’s warm – or it’s cold 
and rainy – we call that the weather. The climate 
is something diff erent. When we talk about the 
climate, we mean the weather over a longer period, 
like 30 years. Scientists analyse long-term changes in 
the weather to see if the climate is changing.

CRISIS CAUSED BY PEOPLE
Our climate has been changing for thousands of 
years. The problem is that these changes have 
started happening very quickly. It is our own fault. 
Temperatures on Earth are rising rapidly on account 
of the gases emitted by airplanes and factories. 

These rising temperatures are causing huge 
chunks of polar ice near Greenland and 
Antarctica to melt. That ice ends up in 
the ocean, causing sea levels to rise. 
Large parts of the world could be 
fl ooded. Some islands could even 
disappear entirely. 

BAD FOR PEOPLE AND ANIMALS
Climate change is also bad for the fi sh in our seas. 
If the oceans grow any warmer, many marine 
animals may not be able to survive.

Our weather will also become more extreme, 
with more hurricanes and heavy hailstorms. Not 
only is this unsafe for people, it’s also bad for food 
production. It the weather is too wet or too dry, 
fewer crops can be grown, harvests can be lost, 
and more people will go hungry.

Fun fact about a
European country!
Americans are famous 
for hamburgers, but 

did you know that they 
actually come from Europe? 
People from the German 
city of Hamburg brought 
this snack to America 

in 1800. That’s how the 
hamburger got its name!

5

THE FUTURE OF THE EU

The European Union is celebrating its 30th anniversary! But just like you, 

the EU also has to think about its future. Should Europe have its own 

army? What should Europe do to help refugees from all over the world? 

And how can we save our climate?

What should the European Union do?What should the European Union do?

Some people think that the Green Deal is moving too fast, like 
companies that are not environmentally friendly. They want more time 
to adjust. Environmentalists, on the other hand, don’t think the plans 
are green enough. 

What more do you think Europe should do to combat climate change?

Can you think of other ways to save the environment and combat 
climate change?

What do you do to be more environmentally friendly?

WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT?
The European Union understands that climate change is a 
big problem. That’s why it is making plans to combat this. 
The EU calls this the ‘Green Deal’. Green is another word for 
environmentally friendly. What does the EU want to do?

✓ Protect forests
✓ Build walls and roofs with plants and trees on them
✓ Build houses that can rise with the tide
✓ Promote green energy (like solar panels)
✓ Make environmentally unfriendly companies pay higher 

taxes 
✓ Help companies become ‘greener’ (more 

environmentally friendly)
✓ Encourage people to drive electric cars
✓ Discourage air travel
✓ Make cities greener
✓ Promote recycling (lots of new things can be made from 

the plastic we throw away!)

Almost 75% of all 
Europeans live in a city. To help 
cities become greener, we could 

plant more trees or have car-
free days (days on which driving 
your car in a city is not allowed). 

What do you think?

CHAPTER
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€1,000

Did you split up all your money? 
❏ Yes      ❏ No    

What did you spend most on, and why?

What do you think the European Commission should do with your 
money?

What do you think they should spend least on?

What would happen if there was less money in this jar?

Do you think all countries want to spend their money in the same way? 
❏ Yes      ❏ No    Explain why:

What do you think your country spends most on?

Healthcare

Disaster aid

Educati on

Equal opportuniti es
for all people

Protecti ng the EU
with a European Army 

Nature and
the environment

The Economy

Healthy food for everyone

Suppose you are the European Union and are asked to allocate 1,000 euros by putting your money 
in diff erent jars. How would you do this? Write the amounts on the jars.

Ready, set, go!
Imagine that you are a member of the European 

Commission. You get to decide where all the 

money goes. Unfortunately, your budget – that’s 

how much money you have – is limited, so you 

have to make some choices. More money spent on 

education means less spent on healthcare. 

Do you remember 
what this is? 

Turn to page 24 to 
refreshen your memory!
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NATO (THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANISATION)
Every European country has its own army. Some countries have 
bigger armies than others. The armies of many European countries, 
as well as the USA and Canada, cooperate with each other in the 
NATO. They have agreed to help one another if war were to break out 
in any of these countries. Some countries think that the NATO makes 
Europe too dependent on the USA. That’s why they want the EU to 
have its own big army.

FIGHTING TOGETHER
Putting all the armies in Europe together would 
be a good idea because:
★ We would have a very big army.
★ Countries could learn things from one another.
★ Other countries in the world would pay more attention 

to what Europe has to say.
★ The countries in the European Union would feel more united. 

Interesting to know
Europe almost got its own 
army in 1954. The six 

countries of the European 
Coal and Steel Community 
wanted to form an army, 
but France put a stop to 

this.

Fun fact about a
European country!
The oldest zoo in the 

world is in Europe. It is 
located in Vienna (the 
capital of Austria) and 
was founded in 1752!

The NATO uses a special alphabet 
so that soldiers from diff erent 

countries can communicate. They 
have all learned to use this. Can you 

fi gure out which city this is?

letter morse code alphabet

a •– alfa

b –••• bravo

c –•–• charlie

d –•• delta

e • echo

f ••–• foxtrot

g ––• golf

h •••• hotel

i •• india

j •––– juliette

k –•– kilo

l •–•• lima

m –– mike

n –• november

o ––– oscar

p •––• papa

q ––•– quebec

r •–• romeo

s ••• sierra

t – tango

u ••– uniform

v •••– victor

w •–– whiskey

x –••– xray

y –•–– yankee

z ––•• zulu

LET'S LEAVE THIS TO OURSELVES!
Many people think that a European Army would not 
be a good idea. They think that:

➤ The European Union was founded as a project to 
promote peace. So, the EU member states would 
have no business fi ghting anybody anyway.

➤ European countries who are not EU member states 
will be afraid of a big EU army.

➤ The NATO would become less important, which 
would be bad for the friendship between Europe and 
America.

➤ Cooperation would be diffi  cult because soldiers 
would want to fi ght mainly for their own country and 
not for someone else’s. Also, fi ghting is diffi  cult when 
everyone speaks a diff erent language.

Do you think Europe should have its own army?
❏ Yes      ❏ No   

Why do you think that?

If there was a European Army, some countries would have to 
increase their military spending.

What do you think? Should every country pay the same amount 
for a European Army, or should richer countries pay more?

alphabet

11–––

–• ––•Do you remember 
what this is? 

Turn to page 12 to 
refreshen your memory!

❏yes ❏no

What do you think?
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Interesting to know
All in all, 1,000 

kilometres of new fences 
have been built in EU 
countries. That’s six 
times as long as the 

Berlin Wall!

Many people from other countries hope to lead a better life 

FLEEING
A huge group of refugees fl ed to Europe in 2015. 
Most of them came from Syria and Libya to escape 
a horrible war. The European member states all have 
diff erent opinions about what to do with these people. 

HELPING
Some member states want to let refugees in and give 
them a better life. They think that:
✓ Europe should protect refugees because they are 

not safe in their own country.
✓ Asylum seekers can become integrated in Europe. 

When a foreign immigrant is integrated, this means 
that he or she understands the customs of his or her 
new country.

✓ Europe does not comply with the basic human 
rights if it sends refugees away. Human rights are 
everyone’s basic rights and freedoms. They are 
based on shared values like dignity, fairness, equality, 
respect and independence. These values are defi ned 
and protected by law.

CLOSED BORDERS
Other countries think that letting in lots of refugees 
is dangerous for Europe. They prefer to close the 
European borders. They think that:
★ Refugees are too diff erent form Europeans. 
★ Many refugees are actually ‘fortune seekers’. 

These are people who are not really fl eeing from 
a war, but just want to live in a richer country.

★ There are enough European people who are poor 
and need help. They want these people to get help 
fi rst, before the refugees. 

WHAT IS EUROPE DOING ALREADY?
Although it’s entirely up to each country to decide 
what to do about the refugees who have come there, 
the EU wants to make some rules about this. It wants 
refugees to receive aid in places outside of Europe fi rst, 
like in their own countries. In 2016, Europe made an 
agreement with Turkey. Migrants who are not permitted 
to stay in Europe are sent there. The EU pays Turkey to 
take care of these people.

Fun fact about a
European country!
In Portugal, people 
are prohibited from 
peeing in the sea. A 
silly law, because 
it’s very difficult 
for the Portuguese 
police to see if 

anyone is breaking it!

What do you think? Should Europe let in more or fewer asylum 
seekers?

❑ More  ❑ Fewer

Why do you think that?

What sort of asylum seekers should Europe let in?

❑ People who fl ee a country at war
❑ People who want a better life
❑ People whose family live in Europe
❑ Children without parents
❑ All of them
❑ None of them

REFUGEE CAMP
Most of the refugees fl eeing to Europe come to 
Greece fi rst. Because they cannot travel all over 
Europe, Greece sends them to Camp Moria. This is a 
refugee camp. The asylum seekers here live in tents, 
and it is very crowded. Some of them are there for 
years, waiting to get help. There are even 5,000 
children living in Camp Moria, waiting to hear if they 
can leave to go and live somewhere in Europe. 

TALL FENCES
Do you remember the Berlin Wall, which fell on 1989? 
New fences are being built in Europe these days. 
They are building fences in Hungary, Greece and 
Bulgaria to keep out the refugees.

Interesting to know
Other countries in 
the world call us 
‘Fortress Europe’ 

because of the fences 
we build and other 
things we do to keep 

out refugees. A 
fortress is a closed-

off castle.

Moria

Fence in Bulgaria

What do you think?
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gazpacho

Sagrada Família

Antoni Gaudí

I AM: Diego Sotos

AGE: 10 years old

THIS IS MY COUNTRY: Spain

THE CLIMATE IN MY COUNTRY: I live in the southern part of Spain. It gets 
very hot here in summer. I’m used to it being 35 degrees out. It does 
seem to get hotter every year and that worries me. Can you imagine it 
being hotter than 45 degrees? It gets a bit colder in winter, but I never 
need to wear a thick coat. Even in winter the temperature doesn’t drop 

below 15 degrees. The climate is diff erent in the 
northern part of Spain. You can go skiing there in 
winter. 

MY FAVOURITE FOOD: My favourite food is gazpacho. 
It’s a cold soup. Delicious on hot days! People in 
Spain have two breakfasts, and don’t have lunch 
until 3 in the afternoon. Lunch is our biggest meal, 
with three courses. We do have another hot meal in 
the evening, but that’s not until after 9.

A TYPICAL DAY IN MY LIFE: All children in Spain wear 
school uniforms, so I don’t have to think about what 
to put on in the morning. I go to school from 9 in the 
morning until 5 in the afternoon. In the mornings, 
we study natural science, biology, geography, maths 
and social studies. In the afternoon we have more 

fun subjects, like sports and handicrafts. After school I like helping my 
mother in our restaurant and chatting with the customers. 

A FAMOUS PERSON FROM MY COUNTY: Antoni Gaudí is a famous architect. 
He designed the Sagrada Familia, a huge cathedral in Barcelona, in 
1900. What’s special about it is that it is not fi nished. Some people 
think it never will be.

WHAT IS SPAIN FAMOUS FOR? I think it’s most famous for its football clubs 
and nice weather. Many people spend their holidays here. The tourists 
I talk to love Spanish tapas and paella, its beautiful buildings and the 
tradition of taking a siesta. Then there is bullfi ghting, but I don’t like 
that. I feel sorry for the bulls and want it to stop as soon as possible.

IS SPAIN DOING WELL? Yes. Our football teams are doing very well. My 
big favourite is Barcelona. It’s the best in Europe and I think even in 
the whole world. I go to a football match every year. That’s so cool! 
The people in Spain are also doing better than ever. Sometimes I hear 
stories about the past, when many people had no jobs or were poor, 
but that’s over now. 

IS IT TRUE THAT THERE ARE MANY REFUGEES IN SPAIN? More and more 
refugees are coming here. We have three new children in our class. 
I like learning about life in other parts of the world from them. But 
not everyone is happy with the refugees. Spain is worried that there 
is not enough room for them to live, or food for them to eat. You see 
terrible stories on the news about people having to spend weeks on a 
boat in the middle of the sea, or walking for weeks. I think we should all 
try to help one another. Everyone should be able to live in safety, right?
But I don’t think it would be fair if Spain has to solve this problem all by 
itself. Other European countries should help us.

HOW CAN YOU TELL THAT SPAIN IS PART OF THE EUROPEAN UNION?
Many tourists visit at our restaurant. Most of them come from 
other European countries. We would see fewer tourists here if 
Spain was not part of the European Union.

A MESSAGE FROM EUROPE!

58 59



WHERE ARE YOU TRAVELLING?

There are lots of countries in the European Union that are great 

to visit on holiday. Answer the questions in the quiz to fi nd out 

which country we are looking for! Will you visit the beaches of 

sunny Spain or stroll through the ancient streets of Slovenia? 

You will fi nd the answers in your book. Just leaf through it if 

you’re not sure of your answer. 

1.  When was the Treaty of Paris signed?
A  1945 (the letter P)

B  1951 (the letter S)

C  1973 (the letter D)

D  1990 (the letter P)

2.  Which countries were the only ones 
that wanted to keep their own 
currency in 2002?

A  Germany and Denmark (the letter A)

B  Belgium and the Netherlands (the letter E)

C  The Netherlands and France (the letter R)

D  The United Kingdom and Denmark 
(the letter L)

3.  Which country joined the European 
Union in 2013?

A  The Czech Republic (the letter I)

B  Croatia (the letter O)

C  Turkey (the letter K)

D  Spain (the letter M)

4.  How many countries were using the 
euro in 2002?

A  12 (the letter V)

B  16 (the letter E)

C  20 (the letter O)

D  28 (the letter R)

5.  What was agreed on in the Treaty of 
Maastricht?

A  That the European Union would be 
founded and that these countries 
would start using the euro. (the letter A)

B  That the United Kingdom would leave 
the European Union. (the letter P)

C  That the Netherlands would help 
Greece out of the eurozone crisis. 
(the letter M)

D  That every country would be allowed to 
choose what to put on the ‘heads’ side 
of their euro coins. (the letter N)

6.  When was Germany reunifi ed?
A  1945 (the letter A)

B  1989 (the letter E)

C  1990 (the letter K)

D  1999 (the letter D)

7.  In which European capital is the 
oldest zoo in the world?

A  Paris (the letter S)

B  Berlin (the letter J)

C  Rome (the letter B)

D  Vienna (the letter I)

8.  From which period of history does the 
name Europe come from?

A  From prehistoric times (the letter I)

B  From the Ancient Greeks and Romans 
(the letter A)

C  From the Middle Ages (the letter O)

D  From the Renaissance (the letter R)

Answer: 
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page 41
Solution to the word 

search puzzle: 
The United Kingdom 

left the EU

SOLUTIONS AND ANSWERS

page 9
Roman Emperor → Everyone in Europe should speak Latin!
Charlemagne → Everyone in Europa should be Christian!

Steam train driver → I travel all over Europe!
Napoleon → Let’s make metres the standard for measurement!

Greek god Zeus → I am going to abduct Princess Europe!

page 10
Solution to the rebus: 
The war to end all wars

page 11
Solution to the 

word search puzzle:
Crisis in Europe

page 31
A scooter: €20 + €20 + €5 + €2 + €0,50

4 donuts: €2 + €2 + €0,20 + €0,10 + €0,05
A pair of trainers: €50 + €10 + €5 + €1 + €0,50 + €0,20 + €0,20

A sofa: €500 + €500 + €200 + €50 + €20 + €5
A small dog: €200 + €200 + €50 +€20 + €10 + €5 + €1

page 23 page 55
Solution code: HONG KONG

page 43

page 32 & 33
1. Vatican City

2. Spain
3. Portugal

4. The Netherlands
5. Lithuania
6. Belgium
7. France
8. Cyprus
9. Ireland

10. Slovakia
11. Germany

12. Malta
13. Estonia
14. Finland

page 60 & 61
Answer: Slovakia

page 35
Across

1. Agriculture
3. Finland

4. Lira
5. Germany

7. Greece
8. Monopoly

Down
2. Referendum

6. Ecu
7. Guilder

page 47
The Dutch → are stingy.

Spaniards → are hot-headed.
The French → are proud.
Brits → are always drunk.

Germans → have no sense of 
humour.

Greeks → are lazy.

page 20
MAS Museum → Belgium

Treaty of Versailles → France
European Flag → Norway

Brandenburger Tor → Germany
Neutral countries during 
the war → Spain, Sweden, 

Switzerland
Draw this fl ag → 

Famous bridge → 

Amália Rodrigues → Portugal

page 21
Marie Curie → Poland

Queen Elizabeth → The United 
Kingdom (Great Britain)

Rijksmuseum → The Netherlands
Hagia Sophia → Turkey

Draw this fl ag → 

Trinity College → Ireland
Nature reserves → Luxembourg

European fl ag at the top → 
Greece

Dubrovnik → Croatia
Chernobyl nuclear disaster → 

Ukraine
Helsinki Cathedral → Finland

European fl ag at the bottom → 
Estonia

Sissi’s palace → Austria

page 13
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