Albania, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, Serbia
and Turkey have tried
to become EU member
states for some time
now. It’s not easy. If you
want to be a member of
the EU, you have to:
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CHAPTER

THE EUROPEAN
UNION IS
GROWING

★ be a democracy, which
means that the people
in your country can
participate freely in
elections;
★ have a rule of law,
which means that the
people in your country
are free and have
equal rights and you
have a fair court of law;
★ have a strong
economy; and
★ agree with the rules of
the EU.

In or out?
Europe is made up out of 51 countries, but not all of them are members
of the European Union. Why do some countries prefer not to join? And
why are some countries, like Serbia and Turkey, not part of the EU even
though they want to be?

One of the most diﬃcult
things for an aspiring EU
member state is that all
the other member states
have to agree to let you
in. If there is only one
country that says ‘no’, you
can forget it!

The European Union was founded in 1991 by the countries
in the European Community: Belgium, Denmark, France,
Germany, Greece, Italy, Ireland, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and the United Kingdom.

Interesting to know
The EU can get angry with
countries that violate the
rules. In 2019, Poland
adopted a law that allowed
the government to fire
judges. The EU punished
Poland for this.

✓ No war with other EU member states.
✓ Being able to travel and send goods from one EU country to
another without any fuss. That is both pleasant for holidays
and good for international trade!
✓ If you are an EU member state, your economy will grow. More
people will have jobs.
✓ The EU is also concerned about the environment and climate
change. EU member states receive funding to become more
environmentally friendly.
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Can you ﬁnd twelve countries that joined the EU
in this Word Search puzzle?
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austria
bulgaria
croatia
cyprus

That was thirty years ago, and many more have joined
since then. And one country has even left.

The countries that want to be in the European Union have a
positive opinion of the EU. If you are in favour of the EU, there
are many beneﬁts:

Word Search puzzle

czechia
estonia
finland
hungary

lithuania
slovakia
slovenia
sweden

The letters that remain spell the name of the only
country to withdraw from the European Union.

LLANFAIRPWLL-GWYNGYLLGOGERYCHWYRNDROB-WLLLLANTYSILIOGOGOGOCH
Turkey has wanted to
become part of the EU
for 60 years. The country
has not been successful
because its government
is always quarrelling
with the EU. The EU
thinks Turkey is not
democratic enough and
that its courts are not fair
enough. Do you believe
that Turkey should be
allowed to join?

Fun fact about a European country!
You will find the village with the
longest name ever in Wales: Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrob-wllllantysiliogogogoch.
It means ‘cave’. But how do you pronounce it?

41

Ready, set, go!

WHICH HEAD OF STATE ARE YOU?

Which famous European leader are you? Take the quiz!

1
A

B
C
D

2
A
B
C
D

You have to put together a football team from
your classmates. Who will you pick?
I will choose the highest scorer and best striker in
my class. I only want the very best on my team!
(1 point)
I will choose the players that make up the best
team. (2 points)
It doesn’t matter to me; I just want to have fun and
let everyone join in. (4 points)
I will choose my friends. We may not be the best
team, but we will have fun. (3 points)

5

You are ﬁghting with your little brother. How do
you end your quarrel?
You try to get your own way. (1 point)
You ask your mother for help. (3 points)
You ignore your brother until he says he’s sorry.
(2 points)
You try to make up with your brother and make
sure nobody is blamed for your ﬁght. (4 points)

6
A
B
C
D

When I grow up, I want to be:
The CEO of a company (1 point)
An astronaut (3 points)
A tennis champion (2 points)
A teacher (4 points)

7
A
B
C
D

What is your favourite food?
Pizza (3 points)
Pancakes (2 points)
Chips (4 points)
Ice cream (1 points)

8

You and your class are playing dodgeball. What
kind of player are you?
I throw my balls as hard as I can, trying to hit
everyone! (1 point)
I stay in the background and then strike very
suddenly. (3 points)
I run like crazy all over the place, making it hard for
others to hit me. (2 points)
I try to play along, but feel relieved when I get hit
and get called out. (4 points)

3
A
B
C
D

What is your favourite holiday destination?
The mountains! (2 points)
I love a sunny beach. (4 points)
I want to go hiking in the forest. (1 point)
I want to go shopping in a beautiful city! (3 points)

4

You want your parents to give you more pocket
money. How do you accomplish this?
You make a list of all the reasons why you need
more money. (2 points)
ou pester your parents until they give in. (1 point)
You strike a deal: if you do more chores, you will get
more pocket money. (3 points)
You are on your best behaviour for a whole week
and then ask them for more pocket money.
(4 points)

A
B
C

D

A

A
B
C
D

B
C
D
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Your best friend forgot his lunch and now has
nothing to eat. What do you do?
You share yours with him, giving him exactly half of
everything. (4 points)
You give him your fruit; you don’t like that anyway.
(2 points)
You give him your chocolate bar; you feel so sorry
for him that you want him to have the yummiest.
(3 points)
You ask him how much he would pay for one of your
sandwiches. (1 point)

MARGARET THATCHER

JEAN MONNET

8 – 11 point
You are a real negotiator and
know exactly what you want.
Just like Margaret Thatcher.
This British prime minister was
very good at making deals with
other countries. She could drive
a very hard bargain, so they
called her the ‘Iron Lady’.

16 – 19 point
You want to keep everyone
happy! That makes you like
Jean Monnet, one of the
founders of the EU. He was
very good at talking to people
and ﬁnding solutions that
pleased everyone.

FRANÇOIS MITTERRAND
12 – 15 punten
Cooperation is what you like
best. You are a bit like François
Mitterrand, a French president
who also valued cooperation
very highly. He tried to get more
countries to join the European
Union, like Spain and Portugal.

HELMUT KOHL
20 – 23 point
You want everyone to help
everyone else. Just like Helmut
Kohl, the chancellor of Western
Germany (when Germany was
still divided). What he wanted
most of all was to reunify
Germany and unite all the
countries in Europe.

ANGELA MERKEL

JOSEPH BECH
24 – 27 point
You want to make sure nobody
takes advantage of you.
Just like Joseph Bech from
Luxembourg. He was the prime
minister of a small country, so
he wanted to make sure that
every country in the EU would
be heard. No matter their size!
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28 – 32 point
You want to understand
everyone. That makes you a bit
like Angela Merkel. She is known
as a sort of ‘mother of Europe’
because she always tried to
help other people and countries.
Her motto was: keep talking
when you have an argument
and try to solve it that way.

Interesting to know
Some people in other countries also want their country
to withdraw from the EU. Some people in the Netherlands
want a ‘Nexit’, while there are French people who want
a ‘Frexit’ and Greeks who want a ‘Grexit’.

grexit

NEXIT

PEOPLE WHO ARE AGAINST THE EU THINK THAT:
★ The EU is not democratic enough. Not everything
having to do with the EU is chosen by the people.
★ Being a member of the EU costs too much money.
★ Big countries like France and Germany always get
their way. Smaller countries always get the short
end of the stick.
★ The EU imposes too many rules. Some countries are
afraid their wishes won’t be heard.

nexit
Fun fact about a
European country!

BREXIT
In 2016 something happened that
gave the European Union quite a
fright! Great Britain was not sure if
they wanted to stay part of the EU.
Many Brits thought the EU imposed
too many diﬃcult rules. They were
asked to vote on this. And what was
the outcome? A little more than half
wanted to leave the EU. So, in 2020
‘Brexit’ happened. The UK oﬃcially
withdrew from the EU.

FREXIT

Interesting to know
The word ‘Brexit’ is a
portmanteau of the words
‘Britain’ and ‘exit’
(meaning that both words
are put together to create
a single word).

There is no other place
in the world where so
much chocolate is sold
as at Brussels airport.
More than 800,000 kilos of
chocolate are sold here
every year!

Every ﬂag represents a number.
Every square with 4 boxes contains the numbers 1 to 4 once.
Every row, down and across, also has the numbers
1 to 4 only once.
1 = England
2 = Wales
3 = Scotland
4 = UK

QUARRELLING
Interesting to know
Sometimes you hear
people saying that
the EU will become
the ‘United States of
Europe’. They believe
the EU will become a
single country, like
the USA. But that was
never the intention.
All member states
will remain their own
country!

Withdrawing from the EU is
not easy. The UK had made
many agreements with EU
countries. Brexit brought
a lot of changes to these
agreements. It took almost
four years to ﬁgure it all out!
People are still arguing about
certain things even now. The
EU and the UK still disagree
about border control, for
instance.
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sudoku

Interesting to know
The UK desperately
wanted to join the EEC
in the 1960s, but France
prevented them from doing
so. The French president
Charles de Gaulle simply
didn’t think the UK was a
good match with the other
countries. It was not
until De Gaulle was no
longer president that the
UK could finally join.
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THERE ARE NEGATIVE STEREOTYPES ABOUT EVERY COUNTRY.
CAN YOU MATCH THEM? DRAW A LINE TO CONNECT THEM.

are hot-headed (th
angry easily).ey get

THE DUTCH

SPANIARDS
THE FRENCH

NORTH AND SOUTH
Stereotypes in Europe are often based on the diﬀerences
between North and South. Dutch, Swedish and German
people sometimes call Italians, Spaniards and Greeks lazy,
while people from the southern European countries say that
those from the north are stingy and strict.

IS THAT CORRECT?

are lazy.

Interesting to know
Denmark, Austria, the
Netherlands and Sweden are
called the ‘Frugal Four’. Other
member states believe that they
are stingy and want to hoard all
their money.

The stereotype of Northern Europeans working harder than
Southern Europeans simply isn’t true. People in Italy, Greece
and Spain actually spend more hours at the oﬃce every
week than German, Swedish or Dutch people, for example.
Lunch breaks may be longer in Southern Europe, but they
don’t leave the oﬃce until much later. So, there you have it:
stereotypes aren’t necessarily true at all!

BRITS

have no sense of humour.

GERMANS

are stingy.

GREEKS

are always drunk.

Interesting to know
Here is a Dutch magazine
from 2020 that shows some
stereotypes of European
countries. It shows lazy
Southern Europeans and hardworking Northern Europeans.
Southern Europeans didn’t
find it funny at all.

Fun fact about a
European country!
There are more bicycles than
people in the Netherlands.
There were more than 23
million bikes in this small
country in 2021!
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are proud.
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A MESSAGE FROM EUROPE!
I AM: Halegül Özdemir
AGE: 12 years old
THIS IS MY COUNTRY: Turkey
THE CLIMATE IN MY COUNTRY: Turkey is very big, so the climate is
diﬀerent all over the country. Along the coast, it’s nice and warm
and the winters are mild. In the middle of the country, it can get very
hot in summer and very cold in winter.

MY FAVOURITE FOOD: I love breakfast!
A typical Turkish breakfast table has
lots of small dishes on it, with cucumbers,
tomatoes, olives, and fresh cheese.
There’s also honey and jam. And bread
and Turkish tea.

A TYPICAL DAY IN MY LIFE: I go to school at
8:15 in the morning. I learn all sorts of
subjects at school. Everyone goes home
for lunch. After that, we go back to school
until 3 in the afternoon.

WHAT LANGUAGE DO THEY SPEAK IN TURKEY?
Turkish.

A FAMOUS PERSON FROM MY COUNTY: Çağlar Söyüncü. He is a famous
football player. He is a defending player, just like me. And he plays
for our national team!

48

WHAT IS TURKEY FAMOUS FOR? Turkey is famous for all sorts of
things. There are many beautiful old buildings and cities
here. Turkey also has beautiful nature. Many people come
here for the holidays because of the delicious food and
great weather!

WHAT DOES TURKEY THINK OF EUROPE? Not all Turkish people
think the same about Europe. Some think Europe is not
being kind to Turkey, and acts as if we are not part of the
continent. Others say we don’t need Europe, but how can that be
when Istanbul, one of our biggest cities, borders Greece and Bulgaria?
There are also people who think that it would be good for Turkey to
join the European Union and that we should cooperate.

DO YOU THINK THE EUROPEAN UNION IS IMPORTANT? I think that it would be
good for Turkey to be friends with the European Union. Many Turkish
people live in Europe, like my aunt and uncle! They like to come here
for the holidays, and we sometimes visit them in Germany. It would be
a pity if we could no longer see them because our countries don’t get
along with each other.
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