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CHAPTER

WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT?
The European Union understands that climate change is a
big problem. That’s why it is making plans to combat this.
The EU calls this the ‘Green Deal’. Green is another word for
environmentally friendly. What does the EU want to do?

THE FUTURE OF THE EU

✓
✓
✓
✓
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What should the European Union do?

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

The European Union is celebrating its 30th anniversary! But just like you,
the EU also has to think about its future. Should Europe have its own
army? What should Europe do to help refugees from all over the world?
And how can we save our climate?

CLIMATE OR WEATHER?

BAD FOR PEOPLE AND ANIMALS

When the sun is shining and it’s warm – or it’s cold
and rainy – we call that the weather. The climate
is something diﬀerent. When we talk about the
climate, we mean the weather over a longer period,
like 30 years. Scientists analyse long-term changes in
the weather to see if the climate is changing.

Climate change is also bad for the ﬁsh in our seas.
If the oceans grow any warmer, many marine
animals may not be able to survive.

CRISIS CAUSED BY PEOPLE
Our climate has been changing for thousands of
years. The problem is that these changes have
started happening very quickly. It is our own fault.
Temperatures on Earth are rising rapidly on account
of the gases emitted by airplanes and factories.

Protect forests
Build walls and roofs with plants and trees on them
Build houses that can rise with the tide
Promote green energy (like solar panels)
Make environmentally unfriendly companies pay higher
taxes
Help companies become ‘greener’ (more
environmentally friendly)
Encourage people to drive electric cars
Discourage air travel
Make cities greener
Promote recycling (lots of new things can be made from
the plastic we throw away!)

Some people think that the Green Deal is moving too fast, like
companies that are not environmentally friendly. They want more time
to adjust. Environmentalists, on the other hand, don’t think the plans
are green enough.
What more do you think Europe should do to combat climate change?

Our weather will also become more extreme,
with more hurricanes and heavy hailstorms. Not
only is this unsafe for people, it’s also bad for food
production. It the weather is too wet or too dry,
fewer crops can be grown, harvests can be lost,
and more people will go hungry.

75%

Almost
of all
Europeans live in a city. To help
cities become greener, we could
plant more trees or have carfree days (days on which driving
your car in a city is not allowed).
Can you think of other ways to save the environment and combat
climate change?

These rising temperatures are causing huge
chunks of polar ice near Greenland and
Antarctica to melt. That ice ends up in
the ocean, causing sea levels to rise.
Large parts of the world could be
ﬂooded. Some islands could even
disappear entirely.

What do you do to be more environmentally friendly?

Fun fact about a
European country!
Americans are famous
for hamburgers, but
did you know that they
actually come from Europe?
People from the German
city of Hamburg brought
this snack to America
in 1800. That’s how the
hamburger got its name!
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What do you think?
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Ready, set, go!

Do you remember
what this is?
Turn to page 24 to
refreshen your memory!

Did you split up all your money?
❏ Yes
❏ No
What did you spend most on, and why?

Imagine that you are a member of the European
Commission. You get to decide where all the
money goes. Unfortunately, your budget – that’s
how much money you have – is limited, so you
have to make some choices. More money spent on
education means less spent on healthcare.

What do you think the European Commission should do with your
money?

Do you think all countries want to spend their money in the same way?
❏ Yes
❏ No Explain why:

What do you think your country spends most on?
What do you think they should spend least on?

€1,000
Suppose you are the European Union and are asked to allocate 1,000 euros by putting your money
in diﬀerent jars. How would you do this? Write the amounts on the jars.
What would happen if there was less money in this jar?

Healthcare

Education

Disaster aid

Equal opportunities
for all people

52

Protecting the EU
with a European Army

Nature and
the environment

The Economy

Healthy food for everyone
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LET'S LEAVE THIS TO OURSELVES!
Many people think that a European Army would not
be a good idea. They think that:
➤ The European Union was founded as a project to
promote peace. So, the EU member states would
have no business ﬁghting anybody anyway.
➤ European countries who are not EU member states
will be afraid of a big EU army.
➤ The NATO would become less important, which
would be bad for the friendship between Europe and
America.
➤ Cooperation would be diﬃcult because soldiers
would want to ﬁght mainly for their own country and
not for someone else’s. Also, ﬁghting is diﬃcult when
everyone speaks a diﬀerent language.

❏yes ❏ no

NATO (THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANISATION)
Every European country has its own army. Some countries have
bigger armies than others. The armies of many European countries,
as well as the USA and Canada, cooperate with each other in the
NATO. They have agreed to help one another if war were to break out
in any of these countries. Some countries think that the NATO makes
Europe too dependent on the USA. That’s why they want the EU to
have its own big army.
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Why do you think that?
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If there was a European Army, some countries would have to
increase their military spending.
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What do you think? Should every country pay the same amount
for a European Army, or should richer countries pay more?

u

••–

v

•••–

Fun fact about a
European country!
The oldest zoo in the
world is in Europe. It is
located in Vienna (the
capital of Austria) and
was founded in 1752!

What do you think?
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The NATO uses a special alphabet
so that soldiers from diﬀerent
countries can communicate. They
have all learned to use this. Can you
ﬁgure out which city this is?

Do you think Europe should have its own army?
❏ Yes
❏ No

FIGHTING TOGETHER
Putting all the armies in Europe together would
be a good idea because:
★ We would have a very big army.
★ Countries could learn things from one another.
★ Other countries in the world would pay more attention
to what Europe has to say.
★ The countries in the European Union would feel more united.

alphabet

Interesting to know
Europe almost got its own
army in 1954. The six
countries of the European
Coal and Steel Community
wanted to form an army,
but France put a stop to
this.

Do you remember
what this is?
Turn to page 12 to
refreshen your memory!
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tango
uniform
victor

w

•––

x
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xray

y
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yankee

z
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zulu

–––

whiskey
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What do you think? Should Europe let in more or fewer asylum
seekers?

Many people from other countries hope to lead a better life

❑ More ❑ Fewer

What do you think?

Why do you think that?

Fun fact about a
European country!
In Portugal, people
are prohibited from
peeing in the sea. A
silly law, because
it’s very difficult
for the Portuguese
police to see if
anyone is breaking it!

What sort of asylum seekers should Europe let in?

FLEEING

❑
❑
❑
❑
❑
❑

A huge group of refugees ﬂed to Europe in 2015.
Most of them came from Syria and Libya to escape
a horrible war. The European member states all have
diﬀerent opinions about what to do with these people.

People who ﬂee a country at war
People who want a better life
People whose family live in Europe
Children without parents
All of them
None of them

HELPING
Some member states want to let refugees in and give
them a better life. They think that:
✓ Europe should protect refugees because they are
not safe in their own country.
✓ Asylum seekers can become integrated in Europe.
When a foreign immigrant is integrated, this means
that he or she understands the customs of his or her
new country.
✓ Europe does not comply with the basic human
rights if it sends refugees away. Human rights are
everyone’s basic rights and freedoms. They are
based on shared values like dignity, fairness, equality,
respect and independence. These values are deﬁned
and protected by law.

CLOSED BORDERS
Other countries think that letting in lots of refugees
is dangerous for Europe. They prefer to close the
European borders. They think that:
★ Refugees are too diﬀerent form Europeans.
★ Many refugees are actually ‘fortune seekers’.
These are people who are not really ﬂeeing from
a war, but just want to live in a richer country.
★ There are enough European people who are poor
and need help. They want these people to get help
ﬁrst, before the refugees.

Moria

REFUGEE CAMP
Most of the refugees ﬂeeing to Europe come to
Greece ﬁrst. Because they cannot travel all over
Europe, Greece sends them to Camp Moria. This is a
refugee camp. The asylum seekers here live in tents,
and it is very crowded. Some of them are there for
years, waiting to get help. There are even 5,000
children living in Camp Moria, waiting to hear if they
can leave to go and live somewhere in Europe.

TALL FENCES
WHAT IS EUROPE DOING ALREADY?
Although it’s entirely up to each country to decide
what to do about the refugees who have come there,
the EU wants to make some rules about this. It wants
refugees to receive aid in places outside of Europe ﬁrst,
like in their own countries. In 2016, Europe made an
agreement with Turkey. Migrants who are not permitted
to stay in Europe are sent there. The EU pays Turkey to
take care of these people.

Interesting to know
All in all, 1,000
kilometres of new fences
have been built in EU
countries. That’s six
times as long as the
Berlin Wall!

Do you remember the Berlin Wall, which fell on 1989?
New fences are being built in Europe these days.
They are building fences in Hungary, Greece and
Bulgaria to keep out the refugees.

Interesting to know

Fence in Bulgaria

Other countries in
the world call us
‘Fortress Europe’
because of the fences
we build and other
things we do to keep
out refugees. A
fortress is a closedoff castle.
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A MESSAGE FROM EUROPE!
I AM: Diego Sotos
AGE: 10 years old
THIS IS MY COUNTRY: Spain
THE CLIMATE IN MY COUNTRY: I live in the southern part of Spain. It gets
very hot here in summer. I’m used to it being 35 degrees out. It does
seem to get hotter every year and that worries me. Can you imagine it
being hotter than 45 degrees? It gets a bit colder in winter, but I never
need to wear a thick coat. Even in winter the temperature doesn’t drop
below 15 degrees. The climate is diﬀerent in the
northern part of Spain. You can go skiing there in
winter.

MY FAVOURITE FOOD: My favourite food is gazpacho.
It’s a cold soup. Delicious on hot days! People in
Spain have two breakfasts, and don’t have lunch
until 3 in the afternoon. Lunch is our biggest meal,
with three courses. We do have another hot meal in
the evening, but that’s not until after 9.

gazpacho

WHAT IS SPAIN FAMOUS FOR? I think it’s most famous for its football clubs
and nice weather. Many people spend their holidays here. The tourists
I talk to love Spanish tapas and paella, its beautiful buildings and the
tradition of taking a siesta. Then there is bullﬁghting, but I don’t like
that. I feel sorry for the bulls and want it to stop as soon as possible.

A TYPICAL DAY IN MY LIFE: All children in Spain wear
school uniforms, so I don’t have to think about what
to put on in the morning. I go to school from 9 in the
morning until 5 in the afternoon. In the mornings,
we study natural science, biology, geography, maths
and social studies. In the afternoon we have more
fun subjects, like sports and handicrafts. After school I like helping my
mother in our restaurant and chatting with the customers.
A FAMOUS PERSON FROM MY COUNTY: Antoni Gaudí is a famous architect.
He designed the Sagrada Familia, a huge cathedral in Barcelona, in
1900. What’s special about it is that it is not ﬁnished. Some people
think it never will be.

Sagrada Família

IS SPAIN DOING WELL? Yes. Our football teams are doing very well. My
big favourite is Barcelona. It’s the best in Europe and I think even in
the whole world. I go to a football match every year. That’s so cool!
The people in Spain are also doing better than ever. Sometimes I hear
stories about the past, when many people had no jobs or were poor,
but that’s over now.

Antoni Gaudí

IS IT TRUE THAT THERE ARE MANY REFUGEES IN SPAIN? More and more
refugees are coming here. We have three new children in our class.
I like learning about life in other parts of the world from them. But
not everyone is happy with the refugees. Spain is worried that there
is not enough room for them to live, or food for them to eat. You see
terrible stories on the news about people having to spend weeks on a
boat in the middle of the sea, or walking for weeks. I think we should all
try to help one another. Everyone should be able to live in safety, right?
But I don’t think it would be fair if Spain has to solve this problem all by
itself. Other European countries should help us.
HOW CAN YOU TELL THAT SPAIN IS PART OF THE EUROPEAN UNION?
Many tourists visit at our restaurant. Most of them come from
other European countries. We would see fewer tourists here if
Spain was not part of the European Union.
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