Interesting to know

ONE TREATY AFTER ANOTHER!
After the Second World War, the countries in Europe wanted to
stop ﬁghting and work together. Agreements had to be made
about this. These agreements are called treaties. Every country
signing a treaty has to keep the promises it has made.

The ECSC was thought
up by Jean Monnet.
This French visionary
thought that a United
Europe could be created
by starting small. The
countries would see
for themselves that
cooperation is useful,
and start doing it more.
What do you think? Was
Monnet right after all?

Interesting to know

THE EU JUST KEEPS GROWING
Which countries joined the EU
(or EEC)? And when?
1973
1981
1986
1995
2004

2007
2013

Denmark, Ireland,
the United Kingdom
Greece
Portugal and Spain
Finland, Austria and
Sweden
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Slovenia,
Slovakia, Czechia (oﬃcially
called the Czech Republic),
Cyprus and Malta
Romania and Bulgaria
Croatia

Because so many
countries in Eastern and
Central Europe joined
the EU in 2004, they
called this the Big Bang
enlargement. It was as
if the EU grew to almost
twice its size in one
big explosion!

1951

1957

1985

1986

1992

2007

the Treaty of Paris

the Treaties of Rome

the Treaty of Schengen

THE SINGLE EUROPEAN ACT
(in Luxembourg and The Hague)

THE TREATY of Maastricht

the Treaty of Lisbon

In 1951, the European Coal
and Steel Community (the
ECSC) was founded by Belgium,
France, Western Germany, Italy,
Luxembourg and the Netherlands.
These countries started
cooperating and trading with
one another more and
more frequently.

Once they saw how successful the
ECSC was, the six countries took it
one step further. They signed the
Treaty of Rome that founded the
European Economic Community.
The most important part of the EEC
is the European Market. This made
it is easier for goods, people and
money to cross the borders of the
various countries in the EEC.

Belgium, France, Germany,
Luxembourg and the Netherlands
met in Schengen (a village in
Luxembourg) to sign a treaty that
would result in less border control.
So, they stopped checking the
passports of people crossing the
borders of these countries in 1995.
You can drive straight through
the borders of Schengen countries
without stopping!

Twelve countries came together
in Maastricht to establish the
European Union. It was an
important moment in European
history! The countries started
cooperating with one another more
closely than ever before and made
plans to introduce the euro.

Even more agreements were made
when the member states met
in the capital of Portugal. These
agreements would help them
manage the EU even better.

Interesting to know
Do you remember that
France and Germany were
once ‘hereditary enemies’?
Today, their cooperation
is very important for the
EU. We call their special
partnership the FrancoGerman axis. You could call
this partnership the motor
behind the European Union!

ECSC
EEC

EURATOM
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The countries in the European
Community have veto powers. This
means that if they do not agree
with something, it won’t happen.
In 1986, they decided to make this
more diﬃcult. Otherwise, nothing
would get done at all!

Interesting to know
The various organisations
that were founded to promote
European cooperation all
have acronyms: ECSC, EEC,
EURATOM. That can get pretty
complicated! So, the member
states decided to merge some
of them in 1965. From that
moment onwards, these three
were known as the European
Community. In 1992, this
became the European Union.

GO EUROPE GO!
The USA encourages European
cooperation. They don’t want to
participate in another European war.
They also hope that European cooperation
will help combat poverty in Europe.
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