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1. Centre of expertise for interdisciplinary
research on Europe
An international and European outlook are at the very heart of Maastricht University (UM) and its mission. Maastricht University positions itself as a pre-eminent European university in the Netherlands; a European university with
a global orientation. As such, UM forms a unique hub, a living lab and expertise centre for research on Europe. This
prominently includes research focused on the European Union (EU), its functioning and policies as well as the institutional architecture of European integration, and Europe’s and the EU’s relations with the rest of the world.

Excellent Europe-focused research takes place across all faculties and interfaculty research institutes of Maastricht
University. This research agenda led by Studio Europa Maastricht (SEM), creates an umbrella under which all the
research and expertise on Europe, the European Union and European integration is gathered. It combines a strategic
approach of cross-discipline collaboration and academic innovation with societal impact as the key elements to find
new solutions for the challenges Europe and the EU are currently facing.

Studio Europa Maastricht
Maastricht University, together with its strategic partners the Province of Limburg and the City of Maastricht,
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launched Studio Europa Maastricht in 2019 as a new meeting place and centre of expertise to further the Europe-related academic research at UM, to explore European heritage and engage in public debate. Its mission is to stimulate
active, critical debate with citizen engagement at its core, for which the present UM-wide research agenda provides
a fundamental academic pillar. In short: a workplace to imagine and build a better Europe. Studio Europa Maastricht
consists of three branches:
• European research: we are a leading centre of expertise for interdisciplinary Europe-focused research

Centre of
expertise for
interdisciplinary
research on
Europe

with societal impact.
• European stories: with citizen engagement at the heart, we stimulate active, critical dialogue to capture
and share the stories of Europe.
• European heritage: the Maastricht Treaty is the proud holder of the European Heritage Label since 2018,
and we bring its history to life.

The research agenda outlined below provides a framework to facilitate and stimulate future interdisciplinary research at Studio Europa Maastricht and Maastricht University. Connecting science and society, with the goal to
further strengthen the impact of academic research, builds the core of this agenda. Within the research agenda, the
academic work on European issues and challenges is studied from different perspectives, such as historical, cultural,
legal, economic and political perspectives. At the same time, it is brought together in interdisciplinary synthesis in
the form of, often innovative, academic approaches and output. Key themes include: the internal organisation and
functioning of the EU; relations and interactions between global, national and regional governments; European collaboration with multilateral institutions (UN, OECD, IMF, WTO and WIPO) and involvement of the corporate sector
and citizens in European policies and politics. SEM’s research agenda has been organised in four interlocking and
partly overlapping research themes, in which Europe and European integration play a central role:

1. Democracy, Politics and Rule of Law
2. Identity, Heritage and the Citizens’ Perspective
3. Prosperity, Welfare and Inequality
4. Knowledge, Technology and Digitalisation
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2. Research agenda
European integration has developed slowly, with complex procedures, heated discussions and chaotic decision-making. To understand this development, we need to consider Europe’s heritage and legacy. For example, socio-economic
repercussions of tensions regarding cultural memory and diversity continue to be central in today’s intra-European
relations. Despite the legacy of a turbulent past, the European project is more successful than expected half a century ago.

The recent crises – the financial crisis, Euro crisis, migration crisis, climate crisis, Brexit, COVID-19 pandemic – raise
many questions. Questions about solidarity within and among member states, rule of law, health as a security threat
and how the Europe of European integration must react to these challenges, and what impact these challenges will
have on wider European and EU positioning in international affairs. Each challenge seems to require new approaches
and solutions as the issues are themselves increasingly complex. They often involve, for example, the degree of societal, educational and health-related inequalities within and between member states, the impact of technological
development, climate change, terrorism and the effects of ageing societies.

One thing is clear however, to date, these challenges have been insufficiently dealt with. They concern various dimensions of European integration, in particular, how the integration should develop for the EU in relation to its member
states and its role at the global level. Through the innovative interdisciplinary research collaborations within the
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Working on Europe programme, these subjects can be studied and debated, while taking into account their multiple
facets.

Research
agenda
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Research Theme 1:
Democracy, Politics, Security and Rule of Law
Currently, the European Union faces serious legitimacy challenges. Consecutive changes to improve the Union’s democratic credentials have not fully convinced European citizens that the EU is truly democratic. The existing division of
competences between the European Union, national authorities, regional authorities and cities, as well as between
various European institutions, bodies and agencies is contested. Questions remain: which level of government is best
suited to take which decision? How should EU institutions interact with national counterparts? Which reforms are
needed to safeguard democracy and ensure that citizens get more involved in the European project? In addition,
there are questions on the position of the EU within Europe and with its external relations - and of Europe and its
place in the world.

Law and institutions
The EU is based on the willingness of member states and their citizens to comply with democratically agreed-on,
EU-level rules which balance rights and obligations. However, the ideals of liberal democracy and free markets are
contested and cleavages between East and West, and North and South are widening. Developments in Poland and

Research
Theme

Hungary highlight the urgent need to analyse the protection of the rule of law and fundamental rights. Basic values
such as independence of courts and judges, access to justice, equality, media freedom and democracy need to be
assessed. How can the EU safeguard its foundational values of democracy, respect for the rule of law and human
rights in member states? This involves not only laws and formal institutions. Informal institutions, trust, beliefs, social
norms and soft law are probably equally important in analysing why divisions within the EU arise and how they can
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be mitigated.
In general, research will investigate whether the current EU institutional framework provides adequate guarantees
for the implementation of the European Charter of Fundamental Rights. Recently, safeguarding fundamental rights
of both migrants and EU citizens has become increasingly under pressure. The EU’s focus on economic integration,
new technologies and innovation also requires the study of individual fundamental rights and principles. For example,
non-discrimination in the labour market, privacy and personal data protection, legal certainty and recourse to the
judicial system, as well as the protection of the environment and health.

Democracy,
Furthermore, the migration crisis and terrorism have made protection from organised and transnational crime one

Politics, Security

of the EU’s top priorities. The nature of crime today necessitates new forms of police cooperation across regional,
national and European borders. COVID-19 has raised further questions about health and the protection of European

and Rule of Law

rights, such as the right to travel (between member states and elsewhere), but also health-data and privacy rights.

Multi-level decision-making
Our research is focused on analysing the role played by institutions at European, national, regional and local levels
of government and the division of tasks and cooperation between them. This relates to the traditional separation of
power and to the question of how integration can take shape while respecting the democratic nature and legitimacy
of decision-making processes. Specific attention will go to interaction between the national and the European levels.

8
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Viewing European integration as a process of multilevel governance raises questions about the appropriate level

The EU’s relations with its neighbours are critical for its security. Research focuses on military and civilian missions

at which decisions should be taken and highlights the significance of subsidiarity as a guiding, but also contested,

deployed by the EU in its neighbourhood, but also its support for the promotion of democracy. Non-traditional secu-

principle of EU decision-making. A critical issue in this respect is the effectiveness of decision-making. Research in

rity challenges such as climate change, cyber security and migration are also vital in the EU’s external strategy. Many

this area relates to wider questions about the boundaries of the EU and the changing nature of the concept of EU

other international issues, such as world trade through the WTO and Iranian relations need urgent attention. Re-

membership, exemplified by Brexit and developments beyond the EU borders. Important areas of study will be the

garding the internal–external security nexus, it is clear that people, pollution and diseases do not stop at borders. For

appropriateness of current notions of democratic accountability and the balance of power, competences and the

the EU to develop an integrated approach to security, research must help to overcome boundaries between internal

functioning of multilevel governance in the EU. More specifically, how sovereignty relates to EU membership will be

and external security. It requires interdisciplinary approaches to better understand the threats, the geopolitical role

addressed, as well as the need to find a balance between the creation of a uniform institutional and legal EU frame-

of the EU and the capabilities of the EU and its member states. Special attention should be paid to the institutional

work on the one hand, and the need for respect and heterogeneity on the other. Clearly, there are challenges to the

underpinnings of EU external relations and the role of the emerging system of EU diplomacy. With regard to mul-

credo of ‘An Ever Closer Union’, which is still included in the Treaties, versus ‘Unity in Diversity’. This topic is closely

tilateralism and security partnerships, the EU is an important actor in the area of security, on its own and in other

linked with the dialogue on whether the EU needs a political union.

international organisations, and supports multilateral approaches. The UN and NATO are natural partners for the
EU, but it also increasingly works with the African Union, for example, and the OSCE.

As the COVID-19 crisis has demonstrated, a new division of competences between the EU and its member states
may be needed. The EU is no longer limited to being merely a regulatory organisation; new forms of governance, in
the form of de novo intergovernmental institutions and the creation of new legislative mechanisms, have emerged
(e.g., the European semester to coordinate economic and fiscal policy). This is partly due to the European Parliament’s increased power, greater involvement of national parliaments in EU decision-making and the increasing empowerment of national executives in the European Council. Substantial parts of the decision-making process have
become more politicised. This intensified longstanding tensions between the demands of democracy, sovereignty,
the rule of law and fundamental rights. This also raises questions about institutional mechanisms established to
balance the interests of effective decision-making and democratic legitimacy.

Representation and accountability
Beyond debates about political theory and legal doctrine, research is also needed on the practical issues of EU governance, on social movements and on channelling the preferences of citizens into the EU policymaking process. This
builds on research on the promises and limitations of the European Parliament as cornerstone of democratic accountability in the EU, and the contribution that national and regional parliaments can make to the legitimacy of the
European project. Going beyond the idea of representative democracy, we will investigate the participatory aspect
of European democracy, with research into the effects of referendums at the national level, the impact of the European Citizens’ Initiative at the European level and the Conference on the Future of Europe. Research should discuss
access to political rights and participation of mobile EU citizens (electoral registration and other obstacles to political participation), as well as of third-country nationals (e.g., acquisition of EU citizenship).

External relations: strategic autonomy
With the rise of China, continuing tensions in transatlantic relations, renewed Russian imperialism, Brexit and other
international developments – signalling the weakening of the long-standing multilateral global order – a trans-European trend to shift focus towards geopolitics and security issues is gaining traction in EU policymaking. In this
context ‘strategic autonomy’ is the new buzzword, which can be translated into various policy ambitions. It relates,
for example, to the development of European defence capabilities and to questions about undesirable dependencies
versus the principle of free trade. Security, understood as autonomy, is also dependent on the self-sufficiency of
Europe in critical value chains. External threats facing the European project will therefore take a prominent place in
the research agenda.

10
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Research Theme 2:
Identity, Heritage and the Citizen’s Perspective
Having initiated the integration process through the establishment of the European Coal and Steel Community
(ECSC) in 1951, the governments of ‘the Six’ inevitably faced the ensuing battles of ideas over the notion of European
unification and the future of European integration. The issue of integration penetrated domestic politics and caused
deep rifts within cabinets and parliaments, cutting across conventional political camps and stirring up heated national debates between federalists, confederates, Eurosceptics and others.

European negotiations encompassed state and non-state actors from the outset. The lack of national control over
this process prompted the formation of unorthodox coalitions across national borders and transnational bureaucracies, lobbies and networks. Influencing the integration process thus presupposed a certain transnationalisation of
European policies right from its earliest days. There is an empirical reason why existing historiography has not paid
sufficient attention to all this: the governments’ convincing claims to be in control of the integration process. Research on the history of European integration aims to reinterpret and reanalyse this history from an interdisciplinary,
transnational perspective. This includes due attention to non-state actors. The research will include various sources

Research
Theme

(e.g., archives, arts, heritage).

A battle of ideas
On a deeper level, we may find that European integration involves an ongoing ideological battle over what Europe
could or should become, with visions of the future and images of the past both clashing and coalescing. The competition between concepts, plans and blueprints has largely been hidden from public and scholarly view, not least

2

because the ideas of the ‘losers’ tend to disappear in the ex post facto depictions that dominate historiography.
Clearly, the difference in ideas is partly rooted in underlying geographical, historical and cultural divisions across Europe. Research on understanding differences in social identity and its implications for social and economic behaviour
is important for the analysis of divergent ideas, as well as conflicts between regional or national societies.

European integration is the product of never-ending struggles over images and concepts which spring from ideas
(both causal and principled), ideals and emotions. This state of affairs makes research on the role of ideas, in all their

Identity,

different manifestations, an urgent matter for the European research agenda. Ideas, along with economic and political facts, have been important drivers in European integration. These ideas run the full gamut from technical issues

Heritage, and the

of economic governance to normative and politicised debates surrounding legitimacy, new technologies, solidarity,
diversity and identity on the local, national, transnational and international levels.

Citizens’ Perspective
Identity: culture, arts and heritage
Many European citizens are afraid of European integration. European societies are simultaneously searching for their
own identity whilst trying to integrate newcomers. This leads to debates on topics such as civic integration and immigrant naturalisation. Research on citizenship has been mostly quantitative, resulting in a need for more qualitative
and historically informed research into the changing practices and understandings of being a citizen, European or
otherwise. The research will focus on the ways in which history and heritage are constructed, appropriated, enriched
and transmitted in multicultural societies by a variety of actors, including politicians, government bodies and cultural
organisations.
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Comparable developments can be observed in intersections between art, cultural heritage and the market. This is
complicated by ethical, legal and financial issues, mired in complex global relations and influenced by history. This
theme examines how artistic and cultural heritage values are legitimised by analysing arts and heritage practices,
with attention to the interplay between the legal, cultural, socio-political and economic fabrics that make up these
practices within and beyond European borders.

Special attention is given to the use of new technologies and digitalisation. Politicians and cultural institutions alike,
seeking to enhance social and cultural participation at the local, national and transnational levels, have embraced
technology and digitalisation. Yet the development of legal and ethical frameworks lags behind. Additionally, this
research theme addresses the question of how to reach and engage audiences in culture and heritage practices in
new and responsible ways.

The Euregion laboratory
The Euregion can serve as a laboratory for the changing practices and understanding of what it means to be a European citizen and to shape societies ‘the European way’. Industrial regions such as Limburg, the Ruhr area, parts of
Saarland and Nord-Pas-de-Calais lay at the core of the European integration process. The European Coal and Steel
Community created a transnational legal framework that facilitated economic growth in these regions and national
economies. Therefore, historically, but still today, these trans-European and cross-border regions can be considered
laboratories of European integration that continue to share crucial developments.

Research
Theme

Many former mining regions are currently transforming from highly developed industrial monocultures to post-industrial regions. Across Europe, these transformations created economic, social and cultural challenges. An early remedy
was to strengthen cultural institutions in these regions by converting mining areas into heritage sites, museums,
cinemas and theatres to promote tourism and these regions as desirable places to live and work. The limitations of
such ‘heritage strategies’ have since become clear. Participation in the new cultural activities by local communities
as well as minorities is often low, and reconciling respect for the past with the creation of new opportunities turns
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out to be difficult. There is a clear need for research that examines heritage participation in post-mining areas as
another dimension of European integration: investigating practices such as translation, negotiation, sharing and
healing; developing and testing Euregional participatory heritage approaches; and conducting comparative analyses
of participatory heritage practices. Euregional identities are largely constructed through local language. To under-

Prosperity,

stand how people perceive and construct Euregional identities linguistically, processes of place-making and a sense
of belonging are key.

Welfare
and Inequality

14

Studio Europa Maastricht - Research agenda

15

Research Theme 3:
Prosperity, Welfare and Inequality
The EU seeks to increase the prosperity and welfare of its member states and citizens while maintaining cohesion

for fiscal and monetary policy in the EMU – with large asset purchase programmes and the relaxation of the Stability

and solidarity. Increasing integration through the creation of the internal market was one of the main instruments to

and Growth Pact – and the set-up of NextGenerationEU with innovative financing mechanisms are clear examples

promote both economic growth and convergence, leading to less inequality within and between countries. Although

of an attempt to make the EU more agile and resilient. Nevertheless, these reforms come with questions.

trade across countries and capital flows have significantly increased, convergence in living standards and health
have remained limited. This has given many European citizens a sense of ‘winners’ and ‘losers’ and increasing public

First, more – technocratic – centralisation runs the risk of further alienating large parts of the population from the

dissatisfaction with European integration efforts.

European project. Second, questions arise about the organisation and the quality of supervision and control that
come with new policy and policy instruments. Third, differences in the implementation and interpretation of the reg-

The limited success can be blamed partly to the 2008 financial crisis, the subsequent Euro crisis and the COVID-19

ulatory framework highlight another area research is needed: the interpretation of rules and the degree to which they

pandemic. However, we also acknowledge the fact that the creation of prosperity and welfare and the reduction of

are followed may have a large behavioural component and may be culturally dependent. Fourth, questions about the

inequality depends on the complex interaction between European and national policymakers and the private sector.

economic consequences of increased regulation are created. Finally, an unresolved issue in a more shock-resistant

An adequately functioning internal market requires a well-developed institutional and legal framework for matters

Europe is what is the optimal degree of redistribution and risk-sharing across countries in an environment where the

such as competition policy, property law – including intellectual property law, contract and company law, consumer

existence of different national preferences may complicate things. Additionally, legacy problems play a major role in

law and rules for mergers and acquisitions. However, cultural and social heterogeneity across countries has been

the trade-off between risk-sharing and transfers. Again, popular support for structural transfers is low and national

inappropriately neglected. Policy design should include differences in behaviour and preferences of companies and

constitutional rules and principles may prohibit them. On the other hand, transfers can help to reduce inequality, and

households and should be combined with serious policy evaluation to learn from experience.

without them, labour mobility may increasingly become the adjustment mechanism.

Apart from the most recent crises that have hit Europe, other challenges are present, such as climate change, ageing

Labour and social inequality

populations, migration flows and technological changes. These all raise questions about the challenge of striving for

Labour-market institutions and policy have remained largely under the jurisdiction of national policymakers. The EU

prosperity and welfare for EU citizens while reducing inequality. Research is needed to reflect on the goals and strat-

and international organisations have called for labour-market reforms in member states to increase flexibility and

egies, and to provide future policy recommendations.

competitiveness. Countries have responded differently to these calls. In some countries, permanent contracts remain
the norm; in others this has changed into flex work. Arrangements for social security, pension, healthcare and tax-

Sustainability and the Green Deal

ation differ substantially across member states. This creates tensions with respect to the free movement of labour

Both the UN’s 2017 Sustainable Development Goals and the 2015 Paris Agreement highlight the importance of real-

and the ambition to reduce inequalities within and between countries. Labour migration is limited but increasingly

ising that sustainability and climate change are two of Europe’s more pressing current challenges. These challenges

important in the EU, despite the institutional impediments. Safeguarding it is an important ambition. Combined with

are global in nature, but Europe with its existing institutional and supranational framework, is in a unique position to

the existing differences in national systems, free movement of labour allows gaming of the system through arbitrage

take the lead on a number of issues: energy transition and CO2 reduction, legal frameworks and the funding of social

rather than promoting a reduction in inequality. In turn, this puts pressure on the resilience of the national systems

entrepreneurship and innovation. The recent European Green Deal provides an important step in working towards

and on the public support for the freedom of labour. Additionally, European value chains are impacting intra-union

a circular, climate-neutral economy. However, different starting positions and preferences make an encompassing

mobility patterns, sometimes reinforcing national income inequalities, due to a brain drain from poorer countries. The

European approach far from easy.

resulting permanent labour flows present challenges with respect to diversity and integration in receiving countries.

Institutions and policies for shock resilience

Developments in labour mobility also relate to technological innovation. How will automation and robotisation affect

The 2008 financial crisis had severe consequences for Europe with varying impact across countries and sectors. At

the supply and demand of different types of labour and social and economic inequality? Which institutional arrange-

a certain point, the survival of the euro itself was at stake. With COVID-19, we are again reminded of the fragility of

ments and policies can deal with these issues? Additionally, the ageing of the population will be a major factor, poten-

the Eurozone. It brings attention to the fact that the original set-up of the EU was rooted explicitly in the ambition to

tially impacting labour in specific sectors or countries. Ageing puts pressure on social security and pension systems.

create peace and stability between nations in a low-trust environment. This resulted in detailed, rule-based treaties

Across Europe, the resulting income risk is increasingly becoming an individual responsibility. An adequate response

and in limited empowerment for EU institutions and supranational policymaking. Increasingly, the EU is seen as a

from policymakers, the private financial sector and citizens is still missing, but the prospect of lower unemployment

crisis manager for which different institutional structures are needed.

benefits and retirement income is causing social unrest in many countries.

As a result, the EU has moved to further centralisation and increased control in recent years. Challenges that go beyond national borders (e.g., climate change, cyber security, terrorism) add to this development. The expanded scope

16
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Health and inequality
The social and health inequalities between EU countries are large. The factors that underlie these inequalities, like
lifestyle, access to healthy food, access to healthcare and pollution are understood, and yet strategies to overcome
them are less effective due to a lack of political will and varying priorities in terms of resources. The European Commission has expressed its intention to strengthen the EU’s social pillar. Health equity is high on the EU’s agenda, but
even where resources and political will are sufficient, evidence-based strategies for combating health inequities are
not implemented. The Patients’ Rights Directive (2011/24/EU) highlights the need for research. The adoption of this
directive was expected to improve the level of care while at the same time also increasing the number of patients
crossing borders for healthcare, something which has economic repercussions. Clearly, the effects and potential of
cross-border care need to be better understood, in particular in view of pandemics like COVID-19.

Social, health and disability insurance schemes differ across Europe, although solidarity is often a shared value. Job
integration policies – for reintegration after a period of sick leave or the inclusion of workers with disabilities – also
differ, complicating the EU’s aim of increasing access to the labour market for people with disabilities. Changing demographics and age-related issues highlight the need to identify best practices to deal with the challenges of ageing
(e.g., through dementia research).

Education and inequality
Both technological innovation and the ageing of the working population pose challenges for all EU countries. The
Europe 2020 Strategy acknowledges lifelong learning as an important component of the EU’s overarching growth

Research
Theme

strategy. This strategy should take into account the growing inequalities between people with different education
levels in terms of adult training and workplace learning. This sets the agenda for Learning & Work policies, including
labour-market-related programmes, responsive vocational education and improved learning climates in the private
and public sector. In many areas it remains unclear what is effective. A range of field experiments is needed to evaluate the effects of public policies and HR practices and to optimise these practices and develop an adequate lifelong
learning strategy. Moreover, evidence increasingly demonstrates that a substantial part of social and economic in-

4

equality arises early in life. Understanding which factors interact in creating these early inequalities is an important
condition for the design of better educational policies.

Knowledge,
Technology
and Digitalisation

18
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Research Theme 4:
Knowledge, Technology and Digitalisation
Drivers of globalisation, like digitalisation, are transnational in nature. They connect cultural, social and political pro-

ital tools provide opportunities to enhance citizen involvement in decision-making and the work of parliaments. The

cesses that cross country boundaries. Digitalisation facilitates the mobility of people, goods and services, but can

current interest in new forms of knowledge production may signal a desire for change in the traditionally hierarchical

also create tension with national and regional identities. As digital technologies cannot be understood within the

and increasingly commercialised institutions which produce and distribute knowledge. Research on how knowledge

confines of national frameworks, an international perspective is necessary to understand the production, govern-

is created and distributed within and between digital social networks is necessary to gain a better understanding

ance and use of such technologies. We need to remain aware of the ways in which digitalisation affects Europe and

of the sharing of expertise. In addition, it raises questions about the degree to which regulation and supervision of

the world.

information provision in its various forms is desirable and possible.

Innovative economy

In particular, research is needed on the way individuals currently navigate an increasingly demanding social environ-

The business-enterprise sector plays a major role in generating knowledge and technologies, accounting for roughly

ment with dispersed and often unreliable mass production of information. It requires cognitive, time and financial

65% of total investments in research and development (R&D) in the EU. To strengthen the EU economy, the Euro-

resources to understand current developments and separate real from alternative truth. The COVID-19 crisis ex-

pean Commission stimulates higher levels of R&D spending and wants to improve the conversion of such spending

emplifies this excellently. In an increasingly complex world, we need to understand the role of expertise and experts,

by enterprises into new commercial products and services, as well as new business activities (EC Innovation Union

how people can maintain trust in experts and the role of education and regulation. This requires an interdisciplinary

Initiative). Research on the economic effects of these investments is in high demand. Partnerships with, for example,

approach.

Eurostat are currently developing new indicators for measuring the interaction between universities and industry
and different forms of innovation in private firms.

Knowledge infrastructures across the world
In the past, European integration has been facilitated by investments in international infrastructures, including sys-

Research on the impact of science, technology and innovation on economic growth is often quantitative in nature.

tems for transportation, energy and communication which connect European countries and regions both literally and

Of particular interest against the backdrop of ongoing technological developments are those innovations related to

figuratively. Similarly, research and education infrastructures are important for the quality of research and education

automation and digitalisation (Industry 4.0). Research on machine learning and international trade, for example, will

conducted in universities throughout the EU. The European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI)

provide insight into the expected impact for the labour market. Beyond increasing the long-term competitiveness

coordinates investment in facilities, resources and services used by academia to conduct research and foster inno-

of the EU economy to face rising international challenges, a more productive innovation base is central to building

vation. High-quality research infrastructures are needed to achieve excellence in research, and to help develop the

a greener society and improving the quality of life of EU citizens. Therefore, enabling the European business-enter-

European Research Area and Innovation Union. Efficient European research infrastructures attract researchers from

prise sector to better realise and exploit its innovation potential is of critical importance to the EU. To increase the

other parts of the world, enable training of researchers and facilitate innovation and knowledge sharing by bringing

innovation capacity of this sector, research needs to address such questions as which factors are distinctly European

people together, supporting distributed collaboration and facilitating joint activities across fields, institutions and

in addressing the challenges faced by enterprises in generating knowledge and commercialising technologies like

locales. They offer new opportunities for sharing and connecting information and resources: data, code, computing

blockchain.

power and laboratories. Furthermore, they often bring together a diversity of actors, organisations and perspectives,
for example, academia, industry, business and the general public.

The role of social media
Popular and scholarly accounts of the participatory potential of new digital technologies have long been enthusias-

Big Data and data-driven decision-making: the role of AI

tic. Twitter, blogs, YouTube, Facebook and Wikipedia have been lauded for their capacity to harness people’s creativ-

Increasingly private and public organisations create and use massive datasets of client transactions, activities and

ity and knowledge and have claimed to have facilitated political uprisings. The validity of such claims is increasingly

characteristics. It allows them to target citizens, develop service innovations, predict demand and improve sched-

questioned, with commentators highlighting the dangers of online hoaxes, misinformation and loss of privacy.

uling. Government bodies are becoming increasingly cognisant of the potential of data by sharing it through Open
Data initiatives and developing innovative approaches to fight urban crime, optimise traffic flows and develop new

20
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One important line of research in this area is on how social media (also referred to as Web 2.0, user-generated

services. To do so effectively, insights and techniques from the fields of operations, marketing and information sys-

content and crowdsourcing) is used to support participation in knowledge production and to speed up innovation

tems need to be combined with ethical, legal and social considerations. Moreover, it is important to further our un-

diffusion in, for example, medicine, economy, politics and science, as well as to enhance citizen involvement in deci-

derstanding of how to analyse and interpret these rich, but unstructured datasets.

sion-making. These are hotly debated issues in present-day Europe.

On the one hand, users are investing in methods that can analyse big datasets reliably, accurately, efficiently and ide-

Social media is used in areas where citizens participate (e.g., politics and popular culture) and in domains where the

ally in real time. It is the realm of artificial intelligence and data-driven decision-making which entails great promise

boundary between expert and amateur is tightly guarded (e.g., medicine and science). Research has shown that dig-

in domains such as biomedical research and healthcare. Digital technologies and data-intensive biomedical research
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are typically accompanied by promises of improved health and healthcare, which are particularly pertinent in view of
the ageing population and increase in chronic illnesses. To reap the greatest benefits, it is important to address not
only the technological and scientific challenges involved in the digitalisation of health and biomedical research, but
also the societal challenges that the digitalisation of health itself raises for patients, health professionals and other
stakeholders.

On the other hand, questions are raised about data privacy and data ownership on the national or European level.
The current situation requires the development of a broader regulatory and supervisory framework. Moreover, the
risk of abuse of AI technologies and computer algorithms is already quite well known. Algorithms are as strong – or
weak – as their programmers and have been shown to potentially lead to discriminatory policies in law enforcement,
as well as in personnel recruitment for instance. Therefore, it is important to take an integrated approach from
multiple perspectives in order to obtain validated, reliable and interpretable information from big data, including
behavioural components in these processes.
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3. Seed funding opportunities and academic board
Seed funding opportunities

Academic board

The present research agenda actively supports Maastricht University’s research on Europe and European integra-

An academic board of senior researchers has been appointed as advisory board to Studio Europa Maastricht, tak-

tion. To this aim, six research calls are available to teams of UM researchers with the goal to encourage innovative

ing on the responsibility to implement the present research agenda and oversee the allocations of seed funds. The

and high quality, interdisciplinary research. This includes support for larger grant applications, publication of scholarly

following faculties actively participate: Faculty of Law (FL); School of Business and Economics (SBE); Faculty of

papers and policy briefs, the establishment of strategic research consortia and a Studio Europa Young Researchers

Health, Medicine and Life Sciences (FHML); Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences (FASoS) and the Faculty of Science

Network - all linked to at least one of the four themes of this agenda. Moreover, the research agenda offers post-doc-

and Engineering (FSE).

toral fellow positions for a period of two years, open to talented internal and external early-career researchers.

The present agenda offers the following research calls:

Members of the Academic Board
· Prof. dr. Clemens Kool

1.

Post-doctoral research positions linked to the four research themes

2.

Seed funding for large grant applications and strategic consortia

3.

Seed funding for fundamental research of early-career scholars

4.

Seed funding for translating research to policy briefs

Professor of Contemporary European History and European Integration (FASoS)

5.

Seed funding for the organisation of workshops and conferences

and Europa Chair at Studio Europa Maastricht

6.

The SEM Young Researchers Network

Chair Academic Board and Professor of International Monetary and Macroeconomics (SBE)

· Prof. dr. Mathieu Segers

· Prof. dr. Ellen Vos
Professor of European Union (FL)

· Prof. dr. Sophie Vanhoonacker
Professor in Administrative Governance (FASoS)

· Dr. Katarzyna Czabanowska
Associate Professor International Health (FHML)

Advisors to the Academic Board
· Prof. dr. Rianne Letschert
President Maastricht University
Holds Studio Europa Maastricht and the present research agenda in her exclusive portfolio

· Dr. Gonny Willems
Managing Director Studio Europa Maastricht
Oversees societal impact strategy
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4. Societal Relevance and Impact
Maastricht University takes its social responsibility seriously by forging links between the university and society, from
the local to the global level. As a socially responsible university, we work with public and private partners to create
value for society and improve the well-being of citizens in our region and beyond. The Studio Europa Maastricht
partnership with the Province of Limburg and the City of Maastricht is key in fostering this social responsibility and
is linked to the research on Europe and European integration resulting from the four research themes of the present
agenda.

As a centre of expertise, Studio Europa Maastricht invests in interdisciplinary research collaboration with and for society. This enables us to offer further understanding and new solutions for major issues in relation to Europe and the
European project with a direct relevance for citizens. This requires open debate, active participation of all relevant
stakeholders and taking on the responsibility to facilitate the uptake of scientific knowledge by society. Under the
umbrella of the present research agenda, UM researchers will play an active role in informing citizens, policymakers,
journalists and politicians of the implications of European developments and in setting up dialogues and debates
with citizens and other stakeholders.

Together with representatives of citizens’ initiatives, start-ups, policymakers and academics, Studio Europa Maastricht hosts a wide range of events, from lectures to debates and workshops In addition, Studio Europa Maastricht

4

explores and supports citizen science in a broad sense, encouraging citizens and other stakeholders to participate
in various stages of our research, thus making the effort to integrate societal concerns in order to be more systematic and sustainable. For example, the collaboration with our regional and local partners enables us to have real-life
questions fed into research questions in need of being answered, as well as provide the public – policymakers as well
as society more generally – with accessible knowledge and new insights derived from our research. We will continuously strive to improve the information provision on and translation of scientific research on Europe to different

Societal
Relevance
and Impact

stakeholders and society at large. Finally, the present research agenda forms the academic pillar of Studio Europa
Maastricht, which offers a rich, content-based and public offering throughout the year. We aim to stimulate active,
critical debate with citizen engagement at its core and capture and share the stories of Europe.

Workplace Europe a reoccurring networking event that brings together researchers, politicians, policymakers,
journalists, civic actors and engaged citizens to discuss and debate challenges, solutions and ways to collaborate.
Each Workplace Europe focuses on a specific theme and offers a real-life (EU)regional context, past examples
include ‘Digital Innovation in the Euregion’ and ‘Deliberative Democracy and the role of regions in the Conference
on the Future of Europe’. The format is a good example of how Studio Europa Maastricht promotes communication between academia and society. For a full overview of projects, events and collaborations led by Studio
Europa Maastricht see www.studioeuropamaastricht.nl.

Studio Europa has a dedicated programme team working on creative and innovative programmes to facilitate the
exchange of knowledge and ideas on European affairs. In addition to that, Studio Europa is home to an interdisciplinary research team under the lead of Prof. dr. Segers, holder of the Europa Chair at Studio Europa. This interdisciplinary team strengthens the academic foundation of the outreach agenda, public dialogues and debates, interdisciplinary meet-ups and various European heritage label projects. Additionally, the team stimulates interdisciplinary
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collaboration within UM and enhances the exchange of opportunities between UM and external stakeholders at
local, regional, national and European level. The research team at Studio Europa Maastricht consists of Prof. dr.
Segers and four interdisciplinary post-doctoral researchers linked to each of the four themes of the present research
agenda and several PhD fellows. Each researcher develops and executes a strong societal impact strategy linked to
their own research agenda.

Furthermore, Prof. dr. Segers collaborates closely with Studio Europa’s project manager on European Heritage, Dr.
Stol, who is responsible for building a Europe archive in Maastricht and creating societal impact based on scientific
research linked to heritage of the Maastricht Treaty. Finally, Prof. dr. Leerssen is an affiliated professor to Studio Europa Maastricht and holds the Limburg and Europe Chair, a collaboration with the Faculty of Arts and Social Science
and the Sociaal Historisch Centrum Limburg (SHCL). Under Theme 2 of the present research agenda, Prof. dr. Leerssen addresses the European dimensions of historical developments in today’s Limburg and the adjacent territories
and is expected to support the research agenda and expansion of SHCL.
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This Studio Europa Maasticht research agenda,
on Europe and European Integration, is a
UM-wide collaboration with all faculties
to stimulate interdisciplinary research and
societal impact.

Faculty of Law
School of Business and Economics
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences
Faculty of Science and Engineering
Faculty of Health, Medicine and Life Sciences
Faculty of Psychology and Neuroscience

